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I. E T T E R S 

I OF THE t ATE 

Rev. Mr. LAURENCE STERNE, 

I » 

To his mod intimate Friends.- 

WITH A 

4 
• - • t 

FRAGMENT in the ^fanllcr of Rahlais. 

To w^ich ire |A%fix'd, 

Memoirs of his Life and Family, 

r. Written by HIMSELF. 

[ And Publiihed by Jiis Daughter, Mrs. M&DALLE. 



A NEW EDITION. 


In THREE VOLUMES. 
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VOL. I. 
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L X) N D O N: 

Printed forT> Becket, the Corner of the Adelphi, 

in the Strand. 1776. 



Enter d in the Hall Book of the 
Company of Stationers^ dccord- 
ing to ASi of Parliament. 
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DEDICATION 



To David Garrick, Efq. 



w 



HEN I was dk'd to 
whom I fhould dedicate thefc 
volumes, I carelefsly anfwered 
to no one — Why not ? (replied 
the perfon who put the queftion 

tome.) Becaufe moft dedications 
look like begging a prote61:ion 
to the book. . Perhaps a worfe 

A 2 in- 



iv DEDICATION. 

interpretation may be given to it. 
No, no! already fo much obliged^ 
I cannot, will not, put another 
tax upon the gent:rofity of any 
friend of Mr. Sterne's, or mine, 
I wetot home to my lodgings, 
;and gratitude warmed my heart 
to fuch a pitch, that I vow'd 
they fhould be dedicated to the 
man my father fo much ad- 
mired -~ who, with an unpre- 
judiced eye, read, and approved 
his works, and moreover loved 
the man — 'Tis to Mr. Garrick 
then, that I dedicate thefe Ge- 
nuine Letters* 

Caa. 



DEDICATION, v 

Can I forget the fwect * Epi- 
taph which proved Mr. Garrick'd 
friendihip> and opinion of him \ 
'Twas a tribute to friendfhip 
— and as a tribute of my gra- 
titude I dedicate thcfe volumes 
1(> a man qf underftanding and 

feeling 



• Shall Pride a heap of fculptar'd marble ralfe^ 

Somo worthlefsy uA-moum'd titled fool toprasfe; 
And ihall we not by one poor grave-flone learn. 
Where Genius, Wit, andHumour, fleep with SierneP 
- D. G, 

"iWf, Slertie was bom at Clonmcl, ih 4i*cland, 
November 24, 1713 ; and died; ih Lp|»don> 
March 18, 1768. 



vi DEDICATION. 

feeling — Receive this, as it 
is meant — May you, dear Sir^^ 
approve of thefe letters, as much 
as Mr. Sterne admired you — but 
Mr, Garrick, with all his ur- 

V 

banity, can never carry the point 
half fo far, for Mr. Sterne was. 
an enthufiaft, if it is pofliblc 
to be one, in favour of Mr. 
Garrick. 



This may appear a very lim- 
ple dedication, but Mr. Garrick 
will judge by his own fenfi- 

bility 



DEDICATION, vii 

bility, that I can feel more than; 
I can exprefs, and I believe he 
will give me credit for all my 
grateful acknowledgements. 

I am, with every fentiment of 
gratitude, and efteem. 

Dear Sir, 
Your obliged 



humble Servant,. 



London 9 
June, 1775- 



Lydia Sterne de Meddle, 
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PREFACE, 

XN publifliing thefe Letters the 
Editor does but comply with her 
mother's requeft, which was, that 
if any letters were publifh'd 
under Mr. Sterne's name, that 
thofe fhe had in her poffeffion, 
(as well as thofe that her father's 
friends would be kind enough .to 
fend to her) fhould be likewife 
publifli'd— She depends much 

on 



X PREFACE. 

on the candopr of the public for 
the favouable reception of then>y 
•r — their being genuine, fhc 
thinks, and hopes, will render 
them not unacceptable— She has 
Txlrcady experienced much bene- 
volence and generofity from her 
late father's friends — the re- 
memberance of which will evec 
warm her heart with gratitude !, 



(xi) 
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In Memory of Mr. Sterne, author of 
The Sentimental Journey. 



w, 



ITHwit, and genuine humour, todifpel^ 
From the defporiding bofom, gloomy care, 
And bid the gufaihg tear, at the fad tale 
Of haplefs love or filial grief, to flow. 
From the full fyrrpathifirg heart, were thine, 
Thefe powers, O Sterne ! but npw thy fat3 

demands 
(No plumage nodding o'er theemblazon'd hearfc 
Proclaiming honor where no virtue fhone) 
But the fad tribute of a heart-felt figh : 
What tho' no taper call its deadly ray. 
Nor the full choir fmg requiems o'er thy tomb. 

The 



( X" ) 

The humbTer grief of friend/hip is not mute j. 
And poor Maria^ with her faithful kid. 
Her auburn trefles carelefsly cntwin'dT 
With olive foliage, at theclofe of day, 
Shall chaunt her plaintive vefpers at thy grave; 
Thy fhade too, gentle Monk, mid aweful night. 
Shall pour libations from its friendly eye ; 
For 'erft his fweet benevolence bpftow'd 
Its generous pity, and bedew'd with tears 

The fod, whidi refted on thy aged breaft. ^ 
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A Charadter, snd Eulogium of Sterne^ 
and his Writings j in a familiar Epiftle 
from a Gentleman in Ireland to his 
Friend. — Written in the Year 1769. 

* VV HAT trifle ciXttes next?— Spare the cenfare^ 

my friend, 
This letter's no more from beginm»g to end : 
Yet, when you confider (your laughter, pray, fliflc) 
The advantage, the importance, the ufe of a trifle— 
When you think too beikie — and there** nothing 

mare clear — 

That pence compofe milHons, and nxoments the year. 

You furely will grant m«, nor think that I jeft, 
'That life's bat afeties of triHes at bdl. 

How 



( ^*^ ) 

How wildljrdigreffive! yet could I, O Sterne*, 
Digrefs with thy Ikill, with thy freedom return ! 
The vain wifH I reprefs— Poor Yorick ! no more 
Shall thy mirthand thy jefls " fet the table on a roar;** 

No 



' * The late reverend Laurence Sterne y* A, M. Sec. 
-author of that truly original, humotirous, heterodite 
work, called. The Life and Opinions of Triftram 
Sbandyj of A Sentimental Journey through France 
and Italy (which, alas ! he djd not live to finifh) 
and of fome volumes of Sermons, Of his fkill 
in delineating and fupporting his charafters, thofe 
of the father of his hero, of his uncle Tchy^ 
and of corporal Trim (out of numberlefs others) 
afford ample proof: To his power in the pathetic, 
whoever fhall read the flories of Le Fe^vre^ Mana, 
the Monhy and the dead jifs^ mull, if he has feelings, 
bear fufiicient teftimony : And his Sermons through- 
out (though fometimes, perhaps, chargeable with 
a levity not entirely becoming the pulpit) breathe 
the kindeft fpirit of Phtlantbrophyy of good ivill 
tonvards man. For the few exceptional parts of his 
-works, thofe fmall blemifhes 

^as aut incuria fudity 
Aut human a par urn ca-vit naiura — 

fuller them, kind critic, to reil with his aihes ! 

The 



C XV ) 

Tfo more thy fad tale, with fimplicity told, 
O'er each feeling breafl its flrong inHoence hold; 
Fkhh the wife and the brave caJl forth fympatfay'g 

figh, 
Or fwcll with fweet anguiih humanity's eye : 
Here and there in the page if a bkiniih appear, 
(And whatpage,or what life, from ablemifh is clear?) 
Trim and Tody with foft interceffion attend; ' 
Lk Fbvre inireats you to pardon his friend ; 

Maria. 



^■^m 



P 

The above eulogium will, I doubt Aot, appear 
to you (and perhaps alfo to many others) much 
too high for the literary charader of Sterne; I 
have not at prefent either leifure or inclination to 
enter into argument upon the queftion ; but, in 
truth I considered myfelf as largely his debtor for 
the tears and the laughter he fo frequently excited, 
and was deiirous to leave behind me (for fo long 
.at leaft as this trifle fliali remain) fome fmall me- 
morial of my gratitude : I will even add, th^t, 
-although I regard the memory of Shakejpeare with 
a veneration Tittle ihort of idolatry, I efteem the 
Monk*i horn-box a rclick ** as devoutly to be wifhed" 
as a pipe-ftopp'er, a walking- Hick, or even an ink- 
Aand of the muUerry-^ree, 



— ?«<^«M«./« 



{ XVI ) 
IMarja toO]>lead», for her fkvounte d^fcfi^ 

^ Slvotikl tkefe advoeaces fdil, IVe aaodivr to .cali» 
*One tear of his Mohk (ball >obliterafe all. 
Favoured pajol of Nature and Fancy, of vote* 
Wkoni from H^oar's tmbrac« fwoce PbSandiropy 

( bore^ 

^Whilethe GraceftandLoves fcjitter flow'rson thy urn. 
And Wit ^w«ep5 the bloffom .too haftily torn ; 

• *TII« meed t(|c>|^ kind fpirit, ttnoffci|ded receive. 

i£jro»a youth next to Shakusf e^ahs'^ whahooours 
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MEMOIRS 



OF THB 



LIFE AHD FAMILY 



OF THE LATE 



Rev. Mr. LAURENCE STERNE. 



ROGER STERNE, (grand- 
fon to Archbifliop Sterne) 
Lieutenant in Handafide's regi- 
ment, was married to Agpes He- 
bert, widow of a capcaior of a good 
family: her family name was 
VoL.L B (I be- 



T' If 
" Z " * f * 

4 

(I belj^ve) Nutjle — tjhjougib;, up9« 
recolleftion, tfiat was the name 
of her father-in-law, who was a 
Boted futler in Flanders, it^ 
Quden Ann'a wars, where my 
father married his wife's daugh* 
ter (N- B. he was in debt to 
him) which was in 3pptpml?er 
25, 171 1, Old Stile. — This 
Nuttle had a fon by my grand- 
mother-^— a' fine perfon of a man 
but a gracelefs whelp — ^wkat be- 
came of him I know not.* — Xhe 
family (if any: left),. Uve . naw. 

it Cloiimel in the fouth. of Iijer. 

r ' land. 



4 
f 
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land, « which 'fO\<^n I wds bom 
November 24th, J 7 1 3 > a. few 
days after my mother .arrived 
from Dunkirk, — My birth-iday 
was ominous to my poor father, 
vdio was, the day-after our ar- 
rival, with many other brive 
officers broke, and {cnt adrift 
into the wide World" with a wife 
and two . children — the elder of 
which was Mary; fhe was born 
at Lille in French Flanders, 
July the tenth, one thoufand 
ftvtn hundred and twelve. New 
Stile. — This child was molt un- 

B 2 fortunate 






mans >irv Dublin— w^. ufcd hp( 
nnoft. unmcrcifully-T-i^eiyt )^i^ 
fubftance^ became a b^nl5;rupJu 
and left my poor, fiftpr ^pv^flMft 
for herfelC-T-which IJi^w^ ^b)^ 

flie _wen,t to a friejid's l^oufe m 
the epuntry; aiid die^of a bro^e^ 
heart,^%x^s a mftft b^^^ 

\y6ihan — of a fine figure,, and 

^: '::y:i: £ Ci '. . -- • nrrjn - tot 

dcferveia. better ,fate. The 

Irelao4 as foon aj I^was able to 






'. i*^. 
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be arfiidi ' VIA tU rert ' (Jf ' Ws 
Bmk^/' arid came to^ ' tk' 'fitiiily 

t^H^i'd'lifs mother Itve'd. She 
•iW^dku^ty- to Sir Roger jfA<iaes> 
iiktf ^''Mrefs. There wd' fear 
jburned ' for * ab6ut te A ' morithkV 
ijhen ;thd 'rejjunent ' -m^'e^iai^ 
ojiihed/ and our ndximbia de^ 
camped with oag ana baggage 
ibr Dul&InTi --- withia a mohtk 
of our arnval^ nxy father leit 
us, Deing ordered to Exeter, 
where, in a fad winter, my 
motnev and her two ehudreii 
Ibllowed him, travelling from 

B 3 Liver- 
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Liverpool by land to Plymoath-. 
(Melancholy defcription of thh 
journey not nece(&fy to be trianC* 
mitted here) • In twelve months 
we were all fcnt back to Dublin. 
w^My mother, with three of us, 
(for fhe laid in at Plymouth of a 
boy, Joram), took fhip.atBriftol, 
for Ireland, and had a narrow 
cfcape from, being caft away by 
a leak fpringing up in the veiJel^ 
r~At.kngth, after many , perils, 
and ftruggles^ we got to Dublia. 
•-—There my father took a large 
JxDUjfe^ ..furniflwd: it#i /and -ia.a 



I 
« 
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year and a half's tim* fpcftl <i 

gtieat deal of- ihtmey.-r -In thfc 

year one &oufand ftven hurnired 
afed nineteen, all imhing'd^gain^ 
the regiment was ordered, with 
many othei«, to^ the . Me of 
Wight, in Older to embark for 
Spaia ' in thd Vigo eixpediti^ocu 
We accompanied the regiment, 
And ' ware driven into .Milfonl 
Haven,' but landed at Briilol^ 
.from thence by land to. Ply*- 
jmoutis again, and to the Ilk of 
?fVightr*rwhere I remember w^ 

ilayed ««ncamp?d fcaac; tin» hs^ 

B4 fore 



ft « 1] 

'tfeasp^i^^in &» exfidiiiiin from 

' 3rea(« <Sld> <>f the inu(]l-|H>x^.iay 

mahibd'ttt ihelfle of -liR^ght Axr- 
ittg' \h£' Vigo «:!rpectttioni: and 
'uiitll'the ttgiihent fikd got back 
%o WicHbw in ' Iwdaiid* from 

' 4vhence itiy father feilt^fiir us.— 
We had pobt Joram**^ Ibfs fup- 
plied during duf ftay % the Iflc 
of Wight, by the Dilpth of a girl, 

' Anne; born Sepldrtibcr the 

twenty- 



iC -9 |3 

iitlUur^preiiyjll^flEin -iel]: 4^-<^e 
XackK(nf-IDttHini-f"jQ»5L^9» .^ I 

: iong{>d^'Were qu)(|: of tn^ father's 

. moft viqknt . ftprm j „ hut, throv^h 
the mterceflions oC my mother, 
the captain was pcrvailed uf pn 
Co Jturn jback into Walps, -where 

' • • • . » . * r » 

V 

We flayed a jcaontb>, and atjpjp^th 

got. 



{ ^o ] 

gat into Dublin, and trovHled 
byl^nd' to Widklow, where* my 
father had for fome weeks given 
Us over for loft.— r- We lived in 
the barracks at Wicklow, one 
year, (one thoufand feven hnn- 
drcd and twenty) when Devije- 
'hfer (fo called after Colonel De- 
vijeher,) was born; from thence 
Hve decamped to ftay half a year 
with Mr. Fetherfton, a clergy- 
man, about feven miles from 
Wicklow, who being a relation 
of my mother's, invited us to 
iiis parfonage at Animo.— It was 

iti 
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lin this parish, during- our ftay:, 
that I had that wonderful efcape 
in falling through a mill-race 
whilft the mill was going, and 
of being taken up unhurt — ^the 
ftory is incredible, but known 
for truth in all that part of Ire- 
land—where hundreds of the 
common people flocked to fee 
me.— From hence we followed 
.the regiment to Dublin, where 
we lay in the barracks a year.— 
In this year, one thoufand feven 
Siundred and twenty-one, I learn- 
.ed to* write^ &c.-^The regiment, 

.order 



;^^i-;iyji, all deciiaififl^'' Mf^^iiif 

us;:,tO//ithte jregiment: ai-' Gfef^' 
c^jc/ergla;^ goaded' -wiiri)^ 'Ji^ihd^) 
nflTe;?!-. &4.f!^-ft .jijoft ^rdef^ laid* 
tedioWs \ifiuinbp^sid!^/iftr-z]i:i in '- 
,%:') March^ 



t n ] 

Ifj^d^Peyj^^CRfaece dsed, he Mftg^ 
^fiBfe'4) .-isof us .hy: mf If^th^i tJil? 

jE^r,) ofc thc.'£piing 2£6dcymd9i^ 
./inJA fax, 



hx, with an able maftfer v \v4tfi 
whofa I iR:aid &>mcitime^ 'till by 
God's care of ma my caufin 
Sterne^ of Elvington, became a 
father to me, and fcnt me to the 
univerfity, &c. &c. To purfue 
the thread of our ftory, my fa- 
ther's regiment was the year after 
ordered to Londonderry, wherd 
another filter was broaght fcrth^ 
Catherine, ftill iiving,butm<:Kft un- 
happily eftrangcd from me by my 
uncle's wickednefs', and her own 
folly — ^from this ftation the regi-* 
mcnt wa« fqnt to defend Gibraltar,- 

at 



cun thrq^gh *hie body by Captain 
Fhillifs, in a duel,- (the, quarrel 
l^gun about a gpofc) with much 
difiiculty..he furvivcd — tho'^witji 
aa impaired conftitution, .which. 
\15afi npt.able to witbftai:id the 
bajf^ifeipS' it. was put .to*-rforhe 

tsrgs fcn,t to Jamiaica* where, he 

« 

^Qti fcll by i :th€ country f ever^ 
wj»ch , took away his lenics 
flril^ and made a child of 
Wm. «,d :*e„. in a mond, or 
two» walking about continually 
\^ithout complaining, till the 

mo- 
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moment he (at down in an arm 
diair^ and breathed his laft*-*-^ 
which was at Port Antonio, on 
the north of the ifland.-— My 
father l«ras a little fmart man— 
active to the lafl degree, in all 
exerdfes- ~moft patient of fatigue 
and difappointments, of which 
St plealed God to give him full 
meafiire-— he was in his temper 
ibmewhat rapid, and hafty-— but 
of a kindly, fweet difpbfition, 
void of all defign ; and fo inno« 
cent in his own intentions, that 
he fufpeited no oncj fo that 

you 



°Hf Tiles'^ I lft?iS¥=r 4H in<(^;ch,, 

ingiW^ aiiiecdotc of .n:iy^M"n;J*n^,^ 

cieiin^ qf ,^he <cb.oqil-=rpcHn n^k ... . 
■wliute-55rj^^ j.,^ the jad^cr,,^ ,. 
main€djthj|js-^-.Io;ie u^iackyday . , 

V<^. J. C uflier 



( *? 1 

ijlfli^^ feverely whipp©4y P>c>* ♦ - 1^ 
ma^er !?vas very much Jbjurt 50; 
this^ aad faid>. before ibc, tjjy^ 
never fl^ould that n^nc; be e^ 
faped^ fur I ^as a boy of geniu^,^ 
^d he wa3. fure I ihpuld cor^cj 
to pf cfcrment — t^s exprefliQQ 
mad^.nae forget the ilripes I had 

r€C€lye4'-r% ^^^ Y^^^ thirty- tw» 
^^ coifiin feat me f o the univer- 

%^ vih^xt I ftaid fome time* 
'Twas there that I commenced 
a friendihip with . . Mr. . U * • . * 
which has been woil laftipij^pn 
both fidefir-I then cam^to York. 

and 



i 
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iAd mff^^^if-^ttxitTdu lining 
M 8ut«oit-ii^d at York I bc^ 
iitoe at^u^iited with your mo^ 
thdr, and fcourted her for two 
yiiars-— (he owned fhe liked me^ 
fcut thought herfelf not rich 
fehougb, or me too poor, to be 
joined together — (he went to heir 

fetter's in S , and I wrote to 

her often- — I believe then fhe 
was partly dfetermined to have 
me, but would not fay fo— at 

4 • 

hbt returh fhe fell into a con- 
funtptiori — and one evening that 
I wa6 fittings by her with an al- 

C t mott 
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moft broke© heart to fee Iter fo 
ilj, fhe faid, '^my dear Laurey, I 
can never be yoi^rs, for I verily 
believe I htve not long to live — 
but I have left you every fliillin^ 
of my fortune ;"— upon that fhc 
fhewed me her will— this. jgeiuero- 
fity overpowered me.—Jt pleafed 
God that ftie recovered, and I 
married her in the year 1741. 
My uncle and myfelf were then 
upon very good terms, for . he 
foon got mie the Prebendary of 
York — but he quarrelled w^ith 
me afterwards, becaufe I would 

not 
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not write paragraphs in the Hews- 

4 

papers— though he was a party- 
man, I was not, and detefted fuch 
dirty work : thinking it beneath 
me — from that period, he be- 
came my bittereft enemy. — By 
my wife's means I got the living 
of Stillington — a friend of her's 
in the foiith had promiled her, 
that if fhe married a clergyman 
in Yorkfhire, when the living 
became vacant, he would make 
her a compliment of it. I re- 
mained hear'twenty years at Sut- 
ton, doing duty at both places — 

C 3 I had 
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I had then very good healtH* 
Sooks^ painting, fiddling, and 
ihooting were my amufementsj; 
as to the 'Squire of the pariifa,t 
I cannot fay we were upon a very 
friendly footing—but at Stilling- 
ton, the family of the C g 
Ihewed us every kindnefs-^-*twas 
moft truly agreeable to be within 
a mile and a half of an amiable 
family, who were ever cordial 
friends-*-In the year 1760, I took 
a houfe at York for your mothdf 
and yourfclf, and went lip to 
London to publiih ^niy^ two SaA 

volumes 
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volumes ^fSh^dy^ In lihat yeai; 
Lord F*^*i44t prefented. me with 
th6. curacy of Coxwold— a fweet 
i^dtircmeat in comparifoa !of Sut- 
ton. Ifi fixty-two I went to 
France^, be^ne the peace, was cpn-^ 
Ql^^dcdj^ !fd\;d you. both fQllowi^4 
m©.-— I. left you both in-Francq-i 
tad in tmo years aft^er I went to 
italyi for ithis reqoveiry of ©ly 
heiilth— ^and when I Called upon 
ybu, I tried to engage your mo^^ 
ther to return to England, with 
me-^fhe and yourfelf are at lengtlt 
c:0m6^-<^iMl I have had the iijex^ 

preffible 



C ■. . .. I A;. • ,. I 



[ 24 ] 

preffible joy of feeing my girl 
every thing I wifhed her. 



/ have Jet down thefe particu-- 

lars relating to my family y and 

felfj for my Lydiay in cafe here^ 

nfter Jhe might have a curiofty, or 

a kinder motive to know tbem^ 
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XN juftice to Mr. Sterne's de- 
licate feelings, I muft here pub- 
lifh the following letters to Mrs. 
Sterne, before he married her, 
when {he was in StaiFordihIre — 
A good heart breathes in every 
.line of them. 



>*«» , J "f 
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LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 



To Mifs L- 



j[ E S ! I will fteal from the world, 
and not a babbling tongue fhall tell 
where I am — Echo fhall not fo much 
as whifper my hiding place — fufFer 
thy imagination to paint it as a little 
fun-gilt cottage on the fide of a ro- 
mantic hill — dofl thou think I will 

leave 
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Ileave love and friendfliip behind me ? 
No! they fhall be, my companions 
in folitude, for they will fit down^ 
and rife up with me in the amiable 
form of my L. — we will be as merry, 
and as innocent as our firft parents in 
Paradifc, before the arch fiend entered 
that undefcribable fcene. 

The kindeft afFeftions will have 
room to fhoot and expand in our re- 
tirement, and produce fuch fruit, as 
madnefs, and envy, and ambition 
have always killed in the bud. — ^Ltt 
the human temped and hurricane rage 
at a diftance, the defolation is beyond 
the horizon of peace. — My L. has 

fecn 
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I 

feen a Polyanthus blow in December 
— fome friendly wall has (hekered ir 
from the biting wind. — No planetary 
influence Ihall reach us, but that 

which prefides and cheriflics the 
fweeteft flowers. — God preferve us, 

how delightful this profpeft in idea ! 
We will build, and we will plant, in 
our own way— -fimplicity fliall not be 
tortured by art — we will learn of nature 
how to Jive— flie ftiall beouralchy- 
mift, to mingle all the good of life 
into one falubrious draught, — The 
gloomy family of care and diftruft 
fhall be baniftied from our dwelling^, 
guarded by thy kind and tutelar deity 
—we will fing our choral fongs of 

gra- 
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gratitude, and rejoice to the end of 
our pil^mage. ^ 

Adieu, my L. Returti to one who 
languilhes for thy fociety, « ^ 



•i 



L. Stsr.n£. 
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LETT E A It 




• 

■ i To the faitie. 


*\ 



Y.-... . ■ ■ •■ •■. •* 
OU bid me tell you, my dear L» 

how I bore your departure for S— — , 
and whether the valley where D*Eftella 
ftands retains ilill its looks — or, if I 
think the rofes or jeffamines fmell as 
fwect, as when you left it — Alas! 
every thing has now loft its relilh, 
and look ! The hour you left D'Eftella 
1 took to my bed.— I was worn out 
with fevers of all kinds, but moft by 
that fever of the heart with which 
;thou knowcft well I have been wafting 

theie 
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rfiefe, two je^rsr-rand fluJJ- corttja^c- _ 

Mils S— -^, from the foiebQdiogs of » 
the beftof hearts, thinkings I. vj^as ill, , 
infifted upon my. going to her^-^P^i^a^.. 
can be the caufe^ my dear L. tjjatjL... 

i 

never havx^ been able to Jce« thej fapei ., 
. ■. • • 

of this mutual friendi bytl. feelrny- ^ 
felif rent to pieces ? She made me ftay ^ 
an hour with her, and in that fliort; , 

% 

fpace I burft into tears a dozen differ- 

ent times — and in fuch affeftionate 

gufts of pafllon that flic wa3 con- 

ftrained to leave the room, and fym-; 

pathize In her drcffing room -I have 

been weeping for you bQtb,.faid fliCi 

in a tone of the fweeteft pity — ^for 

« 

poor 



ft 
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podi* L*5 heart I have Ibag known ifc-A 
her anguifc is as flwrp m yours~her 
hearx fi5 tender -^ her conftailcy at 
gref^t — h^r virtues sis heroic — Hpavcn 
l?r<>ught you npt together to be tore* 
Ujepted* I coul4 .only anfwcr her 
yitji a kind look, ^d a heavy Tigh-^ 
4nd .re^tMro'd home to your lodgings 
(which I have hired 'rill your return) 
toirefign .myfelf to mifery — Fanny ha^ 
prepared me a fupper — fhe is all atr 
tcntion to me — but I iat over it yrit[i 
tears; a bitter fauce, my L. but I 
could js^i it with no other — for the 
tnoment (he began to fpread my little 
tabk^ my heart fainted within mc. — 
One folitary plate, onje knife, one 
VqI. L D fork. 



fadkj lohfe g^afs U*A, ffl^grrhihifefi 
ipcnfivc; peiietrating Idoksracltlvidlair 

thou hadft fo oftea gracbdyiw tfaofe 
qaiec^ and fentimental refialbs^i^-ti^eii 
4at<l down my knife, and vfork^ ; and 
tookiOitt my handkenchie^ andclappdd 
ic racrofs my face, and; wept likciia 
;child.r*-rl do fo this wry tnpoaent, ihy 
L. fQ%v^ I tskt up my pcn^ xny poor 
pulfe quickens, my pdk jfdcc f lowfe^ 
" and>teftm:^f» trrcki^gido^Wn/U^ppn.tfce 
paper, .41 J trace t^eiwl^rd l.-?*-^. 
Ojhouj bleflfed inthyfclf^:and iiitby 
viTt^c9-r-Jbkffcd to all fiigi fen^N^^rilipc 
r-to 9ie moft fo^ becaiilf li^rst 4?^ I 
know of th?c tlian a^Iltiiy f^Xjrr--^liis 

V 

is thc.pbilti;^ my. JL. ifey fiW.bicii- thpu 

haft 



J 
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liolD lurid ) oie tbim whttft irjrcue mA 
dGnth i»ld A». world togcthov-i-Thm, 
^iH^irtt-ndj'is^^tlie plain and fimpiit 
•iJi^gick by: which I told Mi&-»— ^*-»l 
fiwni woft a place ia that facart of 
^tinxj Ha which I d^ndfo faiisged^ 
^jriiac time, or itfftaAce, o^ change -of 

tnrf thmg ^ich nnght vAsktm the 
,4ioar«s bf little;mefi, citaite* fl$» iioe^(y 
><UfpeniC^ te kihse— Waft t Iftto'^tcMftay 

in S— «i thiefe^^v^nyie^rft, tfcytffit«^, 
ichovgh hd Wptrld . grieve^ !r^!^ As to 

dtfubt^ or t<i fee aottbted-^^.s the only 
'e^xcepckm #hcre fccurhylr^ot the 
' jiiirciitiiff danger.-*-^! uM yotf poor 

^^"anriy was sUl atterluoft-b-ti**rihce 

'i.- Da ^ your 



jtiordepanure^contriws every Ay 
bringing in tibe name *cf hi Shei ttibi 

xne laft night (upon giving mc fome 
hwtftiorn) flie had obfervcd my AU 
rtefs ijcgitn the very day of your dc- 
^art^re for S ■ ■ % that I fcad never 
hbld ^p iny ^head, had feyom, or 
huTtt tvev fmiied, had iled &om all 
fQriety'=^that flie verily beticved I iws 
btofcen-bearted, for ifbe had newer 
tntened ^rfie room, -or palfed fcy the 
dd^r, but (be 4ieatid me ^gh heavily*— 
*hat I neither eat, -or Skrpt, or took 
^>tetfQre in -any tfhing as bdbrer^ 
Judge then, my 'L. can the valky 
^ktok To weJl--or the rofes and jet 
fatt^rfes fmellfo iSveet-as heretofore? 

Ah 
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Ah me t~Bat adieu — the vefper bell 
oralis xne from thee to my God 1 



L. SttRNlK 



X 
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=£^:'ig.:lfy; ^ g ijpb iJflDl ihiw 

-• • • ; ■,? -.- ... . ■'■''. \ Jr'*-'y "\r * '"».'?»■ 

j|]j£P©RE IU3W my^ ii;n)K»1^»ig^ 
^amifididmericagainft rhe^in the M^ 

^^ chis^v vand intxrcljMtiimiic fo «te 

don fometimes occafions'¥ it|)<tid^ 

of the fame fault.— -A mifer fays» 

^ "i^hough I do no good with my money 

to- 



1 



to-day, to-morrow Hull be mtiiced 
with ipfnjp, de^ of 1penfficqncc$— -The 
Libertine fays, let me enjoy this Week 
in forbidden a^d Usurious pteafures, 
and the next I will dedicate to ferjoiia 
.siMiiii^huindrefltAion.-^^ 
%^ idc nie have one mem JcbaMC 
mi%k t|^>dic^ iu;d I wUl^ ntyffr Jtgmh 
item motei-i^TiiC: Knav^^ ^pf * e¥«cy 
fif^iSottclnflw tQ obiitin k\ji^ in^^ 

rJipin«^;,l»fglfflrTH F^na^lP* Coqiiewe 

:4(r^iK9ii^i9 3s«K^miog l»ecJi>a<nOK^o, 
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i ^y ap|Hini«^ of tke' fifth Wlftitfti 
^fof ieners ihaf iMhuA -b^ eAt^ fil) 
^i<ov«d more wdttni^ Si I diS i^o^ 
expda ft; Oh ! my L-^:::-^ thtiti s<fl 
-kliiiJ indftd to frjake ail apdlB^fet HfiJi 
Sknd thdU hever *ilt aflviraffly repfAl 
»f one aft of klhdrifcfs— for beihg xHj 
liBbfiir, I will pay thee WitK intefeft. 
—Why doei fflf L. cbffiplafli of flit 
dftfertibnof f rfcrfd*?— WHfere ddes this 
Uttiin beihg liVe t&it iWll mft jbi« In 
this cbthpiaiht K-'It- is a "comihbh 
i^fthriitioh, &M I^Vhkps flbo chie; 
^hat married pedp]^ 'l<l<k»ii extead 
their i^rds beyond itbur o^ five- 
iide — There is fuch a thing as parfi- 
^on^; in ei^eeo), a^ Veil <a» money-*- 

7« 
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-^iU'tbe phe tofts fimhfflgi it miglte 
.JtSB bdfa>v«B^ ?with mom libcr»lity.>w 
We cannot cgatbcr §rapes frnni thorns,. 
fy mt mdt not txpc& kind amcfi- 
meats from porfons w1k> are wholly 
^oUfed . up . in felfiih fchemes. { do 
not Jcnow vhettcr I moftr defpiie, \^ 
jpity focti cbaraaere-i-hittifc Jjkyift 

And - bdd habited have U^for^ntd ^ . ^r 
4ftd tei^elf w$4ti6n* : - ^ 



•f « .i-» 



J »* - - 



•'My t.^---th6ii art furniiinded by 
aH thfe hlclahclidly gl6<l)m ofwiriter j 
¥reh:th(JU aliiie, «hfe-lietii*<ffneflf 'wdut^ 

pointed 



0niuded^:«DW]i6, and ikyif^ bckd^s^ 
im^ Udighttbe uiitlitnlciii^V^icmd'^tht 
.gA)»^«4mc<folicu(^ iS tiie' Uft^ n^rie of 
wifdom. — Methink^ t ^ 1^ ^mf con^ 
tonplative girl now in the garden^ 
w^chikg ihfe gradual ^{jprotdiies > of 
fpring. — Do*ft not ^ tfc^u mark mtk 
.delight the firft vernal buds? the 
fnow-drop, and primrofe, thele earl/ 
imd' iffeicomc vifitors, fpring beneath 
thy feet. — Flora and Ponu)na already 
confider thee as their handmaid i and 
in a little time will load thee with 
their fweeteft bkifing. — The feathered 
race are all thy own, and with them, 
untaught harmony will loon begin to 

cheer 
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«iicinroth|i nsbniing: and ctreirin^waBc^ 
ttirni>f(die;.J^drQf Yorkfixiifej/C^Ul tfmti 

to A4ieHi)if^ beloy€4 Ifk dHOe^JW 

t^ j^ * 4.'^*'*:/ f.» f- , • . r..; f^/jj .' _' , ■,U.)• 

Y • •. '. v.« ^ rftS^ -9%- • ,/ < . I 'it^t r.' t ' . • • 'il. I, 

(b:vr '»:»iV; bLOl i^V." ::TM* ':^-J2u J^ iJi, 
.'.\j':: fiiiw hp'. ^f..V;0_\i?J JiJ" -fit.. '•:^;i/j 
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LETTER IV. 



To the fame* 



I 



HATE offended her whom I fo 
teriderley love ! — whatcoxild tempt.me 
to It ! but if a beggaf >Vas ro knoclc 
at thy gate, wouldft thou not open 
the door and be melted with Gompaf- 
fioh. — rkhow thou wouldft, for Piry 
has erefted a temple in thy bofom^ — 
Sweeteft, and beft of all human paf- 
fions !' let thy web of tendernefs coyer 
the penfive form of afflidion, and foften 
the darkeft (hades of mifery ! I have 
re-confidercd this apology^ and, alas !' 

what 
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^hat ^11 it aocomplifli ? Arguments^ 
koweyer inely fpun, can never change 
the nature of* things— very true — (o a 
cfiuqe with them. 

• r 

I have loft a very valuable frienci 
by a fad accideot, and what h worie, 
fee has left a widow and 6vc young 
children to lament this fudden ft^oke.** 
If real ufefulnefs and integrity of.heartv 
could iiave fecured him from this, his 
friends would not now be mourning 
Ws untimely fate,— ^Thcfc dark and 
iecmtngly cruel difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, ^ten make the bell of human 
trearts complain,-** Who can paint the 

diftDefs -of an affectionate mo^he^^ 

\. * 

made 



xim timemcfd over a:ntiif||&it»i387Mf>kfi^^ 

^^d facbeFle^s^t>£fspring l^^^KkKll. thfife 

isre thf jchaftifdneht^ aA^^-i^ittap 

(hard talk !) a pious iGijuidSyCncte .q 



. ■ It: 



Forgive me this digreflion, and zU 

4ow me I0<]n>p a icar ovia- a departed 

'^iiiSlidt^ afid vBihat is nidi-cf excellent, 

-aft hbfteft man. My • L t thou wilt 

^'&#1 all that^kindnefe canr irilj^ire in the 

<^deach of *i^-^^^. Thce^^erit ^as iuddclft, 

'4i)d thy "gentle ipirit woMd be more 

alatmed ori that acCdiiHt:^-^B<it ihy 

'i. thoii haft Icfs to la rticflit, as oM 

age was ctopittg on:,' artdi'Hef peribd 

W doftig good, ahd beBg Qfcful^ W^s 

-' - ^ nearly 
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-dnd* tM^'lodlger ^ith anxiety thinks of 
jijd^char§ej»-lA fueh si fiui^tion tte 
poer might wcU fay { ^ 



' - * 



♦« The foul uneafy, &c." 






•■♦ .. * 



---may a kind' angel guiH^i^ tiy^ ft^ 
ihitherir-f Soliludc «t l<^ngrfi gr<W$[ twj- 

she pla^ jyijh riBgrqt*-.! jJi^ ft>;|<». 

;It, k lik? p^iag with ^p plj^ ftienqf, 
^whpfe t€fppci;.ar>d,coq>pqy o^e.has 
'jQPg been ^^^i^aH^intcd y^f-ij^j^-rrjl t}iu?it 
/ . » I fee 
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I &eyou looking tweiuy iiinc^ H 44y . 
fC the houfc-n^ahnoft cdyotip^ c>rei^ 
brick and pane of glafs^ ^d teUing 
tb^^m at the, fame tin^e with ^ ^gh, 
you arc going to J^fyfi. ^em.-**Oh 
happy modification of matter ! ihey 
wilt 'itmaih'infenfible of thy lofs.--- 
$ut how wilt thou be .abje to pare 
with thy garden? — The recpl^ftion 
of fo many pleafing walks mud hav6 
endeared it to you. The trees, the 
ihrubs, the flowers, which thou reared 
with thy own hands — will they noc 
droop and fade, a way fooner upon thy 
departure. — Who will be the fucceilbr 
tonurli them inxhy abfence.-**Thou 
wilt leave thy name upon the myrtk* 



u * 



tree. 



• V 
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7 • 

trec.-^If trees, and Ihnibs, ud flow* 
crs, could compofe an elegy, I fliould 
ex|)ed a i^ry plaintive one v^n this 

s . ■ • • ■ 

Adieu, adieu. Believe me cvci^ 
ever thine, 



.L. SnuNfk 



t 



TAI. 



i> * ^ 
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L E T T E R V. 
c To . S-T*-^-*^ €■■ * ^ ££}• .. ' 

London, Chriftmas Day« 
My Dear Friend, 

HAVE been in fuch a continual 
hurry fince the moijient I arrived here 
—what with my books, and what 
with -vifiters,. and vifitings, that it 
was not in my power fponer to fit 
4own and acknowledge the favour of 
your obliging letter; and to thank 
you for the moft friendly mativcs 
which led you to write it : I am not 
tsnuch in pain upon what gives, my 
kind friends at Scillington fo much 
' i - on* 
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00 the chapter of JVij/ij— bccaufe, a* 
the principal fatire throughout that 
part is levelled at thofe learned block- 
heads who, in all ages^ have wafted 
their time and much learning upon 
points as foolifh — it Ihifts off the idea 
of what you fear, to another point-^ 
and 'tis thought here veVy good — 
'twill pafs miifter — I mean not with 
all — no — no ! I Ihall be attacked and 
pelted, either from cellars or garrets,, 
write what I' will — and befides, muft' 
expect to have a party a^ainft me of 
many hundreds— who either do not— 
or will not kugh»— -'Tis enough if I 
divide the world ; — at teaft I will reft 
contented with it.*^I wifli you was 

E 2 here 



htre to fee ^lat t^aagei of iooki$ aad 
political fieafoaingp h^ive taken pUce 
In every cDJnpany, and ooSct-ii(mb 
Hricfi laft year ; we fliall b^ fi)OA 
Pruffians and Anti-Pruffians, ]^ ■ ' ^ t 

and Anti-B* — -^s, and thofe diftioc- 
tions will jufl: do as well as Whi^ 
and Tory— and for aught 1 know 
fcrve the fame ends. — — The K. 
iieems refolved to bring all things 
back to their original principles, 
and to flop the torrent of corruption 
and lazincfs. — He rifes every morning 
dt fix to do bufinefs— rides out at 
«ight to a rhinutc^ returns at nine to 
give himfclf up to his people.— By 
peffifting, '*tfa thought he wiil oblige 

hi^ 
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his M— -rs and dependants^ to difj> 
patch aflTairs with him many hour« 
fooner than of late-^and 'tis much to 
be queltion'd whether they will not be 
enabled to wait upon him fooner by 
being free'd from long levees of their 
own, and applications ; which will in 
all likeJyhood be transferred from them 
dircftly.to himfelf— the prefcnt fyftcm 
being to remove that Phalanx of great 
pcopje^ which, ftood betwixt the 
throne and tl^e fubjefts, aqd fulfcr then^ 
to have immediape accpfs without the. 
interve.nti9?i; of a cabari-r.(this ^s tfii 
language of ,other§) :^,hQwcver,,the iCw, 
gives every |hing himfel/, Ifnowscvery^ 
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carcly, aAd then is ipflexibte<^— tbb 
puts old ftagcrs off their game — ho# 
it will end we are all in the dark. 

*Tis fear'd the war is quite over lA 
CJcrmany ; never was known filch 
havpek amongft troops — I was tcid 
yefterday by a Colonel, from Ger- 
many, that out of two battalions of 

« 

nine jiundred men, to which he be- 
long'd, but fevcnty-one left ! — P . . • , 
F . . . ha^ fent word, 'tis faid, that he 
muft have forty •thoufand men direft- 
ly to take the field — and with pro- 
vifions for them too, for he can but 
fubfift them for a fortnight— I hope 
this will find you all got to York—I 

beg 
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beg mj compliments to the amlaUe 
Mrs. Croft) &c. &c. 

Tho* I purpofed going firft to 

Golden-Square, yet fate has thus long 

difpofed of me — fo I hiave never been 

able to fet a foot towards that quarter. 

* • ■ ' • i 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your's afFeftionately 



; ■» 



L. Sterne. 



k ' 



E4 
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L E T T E R VI. 



r : 



ToUw 



^7 dear Sir, 



I 



HAVE jvifr tiwffto ncdfftciwledgeche 

favour of yours, but not to get the two 

prints you mention— -whicK (hall be 

ilentyou by. next poft — ^1 have bought 

Ahtmt t^ klht them to Mifs Gilbert^ 
i>ut will affuredly fend for them and 
enclofe them to you : — I will take care 
to get your piAur« well copied, and at 
a moderate prtce« And if I can be of 
liirther ufe^ I befeech you to employ 

me; 
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'mti and from time to rime will fend 
Tov an account of whatever may be 
worth trianfmittiBg.-^Thc ftneam now 
'fcts in ftrong againft the German war. 
Loud complaints of -— - ■ ■ * — — 
making a trade of the waiv &c, &c 
much expcftcd from L4- G- 
^Vid^tiee to thele txiatters,, who is e|- 
pe&ed ^"Cvery houi^ ; * >-- the K^ wiri^^ 
iBvery da^ ©fion the people, fhe^mi 
;liinifelf much at the^ptay^ (feat afc 
^jBO opera): rides but wkh his bi» 
*thcrs every ^ mormi^, , hiM Ha; hcrrit 
^^er feyeny 'dtl ninc-^r^ tDrni iwflA 
^themr-tfpends' an houjfMWith thegijw: 
^reakfaftge #n[d chat r^^. tbisn fiis 



c: mo\ eL..*, x: I ..tjih ^^dofllffe 



f 



/(kiwn tp bufinds. I never dined at 
home once fince I arrived-*^am fdur- 
xeen dinners deep engaged juft now, 
and fear matters will be.worfe with 
me in that point than better,-— -As 
to the main points in view, at which 
you hint — all I c^n fay is, that I fee 
my way, and unlefs Old Nick throws 
the dice — (hall, in due time, come off 
winner.— r-*Triftram will be out the 
twentieth — there is a great rout made 
about him before he enters the ftage — 
whether this will be of ufe or no, I 
jcan*t fay— fomc wits of the firft mag- 
nitude here, both as to wit and ftation, 
' engage me fucccfs — time will (hew — 

Adieta^ 
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Adieu^ dear Sir t and with my com- 
pliments to Mrs, Croft, &c. 

I am your afFcftionate, 

and obiigedy 



L, SX£RN£* 



v» 



vVjt- 
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LETT E R Vir. 



To the fame. 



Dear Sir, 




I- . - ' . ■ • r ,i 

THIS moment received the fayout^ 
of your kind kttcn— *Thc letter in 
-Ladies Magazine about me, was wr 
hty the noted Dn H jJIh^ twho wfote 
the Infpejfipr;. .^nd undermkos t}mi 
lyifga^jn^r-T-th? ; people of, * Xork , zp^j 
very uiKharifabfe to fuppofc jiny man> 
fp gipfs a,be^ .a^ ip pen jfijgj» chart 
rafter of jhiipfelt.— -In thisf gr»t townt> 
no fofU ever fyfp^^td, it^ f^p ^ tjioufaq^r 

reafons 



J . i ■> 



1 



Mi } 

mfon^— could they fuppofe I (hould 
be fucb a/oo^as to &11 feul^upQi) Dr. 
W n, my beft friend, by rcpre^ 

4 V 

fcnting him fo weak a xn^n — or by tel- 
ling fuch a lye of him*— as his giving 
me a purfe, to buy off his tutorihip 
for Triftram!— or I flaould be foq| 
AM$U|^ id aWh I had ufcen h^'s purAn 
for that purpoftt - 

. . . ■■«.. .^ ■■.'.».-.■ ^ . . 

You iniift know^there k^m q^iiarri^ 

between Dr.-B^ and^^.^M— y,- 

who was the-phy^iaci iriisnt at-Mr*. 
C S-— i^'*, and Df; H 



■n II 



has changed the place oA purpofe to 
gfve M-^-~»-y i lick,— Ntew^that c6ti^ 
verfation, (tho^ jicrhapiti^to)^ ^6f 1iii|i^' 

pcn'd 



I.- 
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p^'d at another, plate, anil with 
another phyfician ; vrbich I haTie 
contradicted in this city for the h(^ 
nour df my friend M— — y, all which 
fliews the abfurdity of York credulity, 
and nonfcnfc. Befides the account Is 
full\of falfhoods—firft with regard to 
the place of my birth, which was at 
Conmel, in Ireland — the ftory of a 

hundred pounds to Mrs. W , not 

true, or oiz' penjion promi/ed\ the merit 
of which I. difclaim'd— and indeed 
there are fo many other things fo un- 
true, and unlikely to come from me, 
that the worft enemy I have hf re never 
liad a fufpicion — and to end all, Dr. , 

H owns the paper. 

lihall 
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1 Ifhall be down before May is out*^ 
I preach before the Judges on Sun- 
day— my fermons come out on Thurf- 
day after-^and Tpurpofe the Monday 
at furthdl aftfcr: that to fet out for 
York — I have bought a pair of horfc$ 
for that purpofe — my bcft refpeds t^ 
your Lady ■ 

iam, 

•^ • . '. 

Dear Sir, 

Your mod obliged and faithful, , 

L. SxERJiB* 



P« S. I beg pardoQ fpr this h^ 
^awly. having juft come from a Con- 
cert where the D. of If . • . pcrform'd— 
I have received great notice from him» 
and laft week had tl^e honour of 
fupping with him* 



.■^ 
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L E, J T E R VIII. 



"■ ». 



1?» the faa>e. 



Dear Sir, 



s 



INGE I had the favour of 
your obliging letter, nothing has hap* 
pcncd, or bech faid one day, which 
has not been contradided the ne:i(t; 
fo having little certain to write, I 
have forebore writing at all, in hopes 
every day of fomething worth filling 
up a letter. We had the greateft 
cxpcftations yefterday that ever were 
VolL F raifed. 



t <J6 1 

ff 

raifed) of a pitched battle itt the H< 

of C , wherein Mn P— was ta 

b ave entered and thrown down the gaunt- 
let, in <iefence of the German war.-— 
There never was fo full a houfe — the 
gallery full to the top— I was there 
all the day— when, lo ! a political fis 
of the gout feized the great combat-^ 
tant — he entered not the lifts — ^B • . . 
got upi and begged the houfe, as lie 
faw not his. right honourat)lc friend 
there, to put off the debate — it could 
not be done; fo B.,^ rofe up, and 
made a moft long, paffionate, inco- 
herent fpecch, in defence of the Ger- 
manick war — but very ferere upon 
the Unfrugal manner it was carried 

oa 
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on — in which he addrefled himfelf 

principally to! the C of thcE , 

and laid him on tcrribljr.-^It fecms 
the chancery of Hanover had laid 
out 350,000 pounds, on account, 
and brought in our treafury debtor-— 
and the grand debate was, for an 
honelb examination of the particulars 
of this extravagant account, 'znd for 
vouchers to authenticate ir. — h •— — * 
anfwered B — — very rationally, and^ 
cooly — Lord N. fpoke long-*Sip 
F. D — — maintained the German 
war was mod pernicious — Mr. C-* — , 
of Surry, ^oke well againft the ac-^ 
count, with fome others— L.'B*-—-n 
at laft got up, and fpoke half an hour 
i F 2 with 
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with great plainncfs, ancl temper- 
explained a great many hidden fprings 
relating to thefe accounts, in favour 
of the late K. — and told two or three 
con verfations which had pafled between 
the K. and himfelf, relative to thefe 
expences-^ which caft great honour 
upon the K/s charafber. This was 
with regard to the money the K. had 
fecretly furnilhed out of his pocket 
to leflen the account of the Hanover^ 
fcore brought us to difcharge, 

B — — d and B h abufed all 

who fought for peace, and joined m 
the cry for it; and B— -^d added, 
that the reafons of wifliing a peace 

now. 
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now, were the lame as the peace of 
Utrecht — that the people behind the 
curtain could not both maintain the 
war and their places too, fo were for 
making another facrifice of the nation, 
to their own interefts. — After all-^— 
the cry for a peace is fo general, that 
it will certainly end in one. Now 
for myfelf. 

One half of the town abufe my 
book as bitterly, as the other half 
cry it up to the Ikies — the beft is,, 
they abufe and buy it, and at fuch a 
rate, that we are' going on with a 

ifecond edition, as fail as poGible* 

F 3 I am 
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I am going down for a day or two 
with Mr. Spencer, to Wimbleton; 
on Wcdncfday there is to be a grand 
aflembly at Lady N . I ha<re en- 
quired every where about Stephen's 
affair, and can hear nothing— My 

friend, Mr. Charles T , will be 

now fecretary of war — he bid me wi(h 
him joy of it, though not in poffef- 
fion. — I will alk him — and depend, 
my moft w^prthy friend, that you Iball 
not be ignorant of what I learn from 
him— believe me ever, ever. 



Yours, 



L, 3. 
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LETTER IX. 



To the fame. 



My dear Sir, 



A 



STRAIN which I got in my 
wrift by a terrible fall, prevented my 
acknowledging the favour of your 
obliging letter, I went yefterday itiorn* 
ing to breakfaft with Mr. V— r-^^, 
who is a kind of right hand man to 
the fecretary, on purpofe to enquire 
about the propriety^ or feafibility, of 
doing what you wi(h me^-and he has 

F 4 toid 
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told me an anecdote which, had you 
been here, would, I think, have made 
it ^ wifcr^ to have deferred flaking 
about the affair a month hence than 
now 5 it is this — ^You niuft know that 
the numbers of officer^ who have left 
their regiments in Germany^ for the 
pleafurcs of the town, have been a 
long topic for merriment •, as you fee 
them in St. James's Coffcic - haufe^ 
and the park, every hour, enquiring, 
open mouth, how things go on in 
German^, and what news ?— when they 

■ 

ihould have been there to have fur- 

' nifhed news themfelves — but the worft 

part has been, that many of them 

have left their brocher o&cers on their 

duty» 
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-dvity^ and ia all the fatigues of k, 
and have come with na end bm to 
fswke friends, to be pat unfairly over 
the heads of ihofe who wei^e lefc riik- 
if^ their lives.-— In this attempt there 
kav€ been fome but too foccefsful, 
which has juftly raifed iU-blood and 
. cosnplaims from the ofiicers who (laid, 
behind*-— th^ upfliot h^ been, that 
<hey h^ve every foul been ordered -off, 
and woe be to him ('trs faid) who 
(hall be found liftening. Now juft 
1:0 inention our friend's cafe whilft 
thi$ cry i$ on foot, I think would be 
doing^ nnrre hurt th^n good, but if 
you think otherwife, I will go. with 
all my heart and mention it to Mr. 

T • 
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;T-*— ^ for to do mqre I am. too in- 
.confiderable a perfpn to preteod to. 
You made mc and my friends here 
very merry with the accounts current 
at York, of my being forbid the 
court — but they do not coiifider what 
a confiderable perfon they make i^ 
^nc, when they fuppofe either my 
going, or my not going there, is a 
point that ever enters the K's bead — 
and for thofe about him, I have the 
honour either to ftand fo perfonally 
well known to them; or to bi fo 
wdl rcprcfented by thofe of the firft 
rank, as to fear no accident of that 
kind. 

- - * ■ * ^ 

'^ I thank 
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I thank God (B i-*d exceptciS) 

I have never yet made a friend^ 
or connedion I have forfeited, or 
done ought to forfeit---but on the 
contrary, . my true charaAcr is bet- 
ter underftood^ and where I had 
one friend * laft year, who did me 
honour, I have three now. — If my 
caenoies knew, that by this rage of 
abufe, and ill-will, they were cffcc- 
tually fcrving the interefts both of 
myfelf, and works, they would be 
0iore quiet — but it has been the fate 
of my betters, who have found, that 
the. way to. fame, is .like the way to 
heaven — through much tribulation— - 
and till I ihall have .the honour to be 
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as much mal-treatcd as Rabelais, and' 
Swift were, I muft continue hunible ; 
for I have not filled up the meafure 
of half their perfecutions. 

The court is turning topfy-turvy. 
Lord B-T-e, le premier— Lord T — t, 
to be groom of the chambers in- 

room of the D. of R d — Lord 

H X to Ireland — Sir F. D d: 

in T *s place— P 1 feems un- 

moved--a peace inevitable— -Stocks 
rife — the peers this moment kHEng^ 
hands, &c. &c. (this week may be 
chriftened the kifs-hands week) for 
a hundred changes will happen in 
Gonfcquence of thefe. Pray prefent 

my 
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my compliments to Mrs. C. and aff 
friends, and believe nae, with the 
greateft fidelity. 

Your ever obliged. 



JL. Sterne*' 



P. S. Is it not ftRangc that Lord 
T-*r— t fhould have power to remove 
the Duke of R d ? 

Pray when you have read this, fend 
the news to Mrs. Sterne. 
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LETTER X. 



To the dm:. 



Dear Sir, 



I 



RETURN you ten thoufand 
thanks for the favour of your letter — 
and the account you give mc of my 
wife and girl. —1 fawMr. Ch y to- 
night at Ranelagh» vwho tells roe you 
have inoculated my friend Bobby. — 
I heartily wifH hina well througb, and 
hope in God all goes right. 



On Monday .wc fee out with a grand 
retinue of Lord Rockingham's (in 

whofc 
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whofe fuitc I move) for WincMbr-— 
they have contrafted for fourteen 
hundred pounds for the dinner, to 
fome general undertaker, of which 
the K* has bargained to pay one third. 
Lord G S , was laft Satur- 

day at the opera > fome fay with 

great effroatery — others with great 
dejeftion, 

I have little news to add. — There 
is a fliiiling pamphlet wrote againft 
Triftram, — I wifli they would vrrite a 
hundred fuch- 

Mrs. Sterne fays her purfc is light j 
will you, dear Sir, be fo good as to 

pay 
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pay her ten guiBcas, and I will reckon 
ivith you %hen I have the pieafure <tf 
meeting you. — My beft complimeats 
^ to Mrs. C. -and all friends'. — Believe 
me, dear Sir, your pbliged and faith* 
ful ^ 



.r 



Lau. SternbI 



; 






• t 



.u"- '' J." 
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LETTER XL 



To Mrs. F 



York, Tuefday, Nov. 19. 
Dear Madam, 

X OUR kind enquiries after my 
health, dcfcrve my beft thanks.— 
What can give one 'more pleafure 
than the good wifhes of thoie^ we 
value ?•— I am forry you give {o bad 
an account of your own health, but 
hope you will find benefit from taf- 
i^ater— it has been of infinite fcrvice 
to me. — I fuppofe, my good lady, by 
Vol L G what 
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., vfhsil you fay in your letter, " that I 
am bufy writing an extraordinary 
book,'*, that your intelligence connes 
from York — the fountain-head of 
5chitt,chat news— and— no matter.— 
.N6w for your defire oE knowing the 
reafon of my turning author ? why 
truly I am tired of employing my 
bcains fo^ other peopte's advantage. 
r'-*Tis a foolifh facrifice I have made 
for tome years to an ungrateful perfcn. 
•o— I depend nauch upon the candour 
of the publick^ but I ihall not pick 
out a jury to try the merit of my book 
amongft •*******, and^^-^till you 
read my Triftram, do not, like Ibme 
.people, condemn it,— Laugh I am 

. ibr« 
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furc you will at fome paffagcs.—i 
have iHFed a fmaU houfe in the Mins« 
•tcr Yard for my wife and daughter--- 
the latter is to begin dancing, &c. if 
I cannot leave her a fortune, I will a( 

leatf give her an education.- As I 

fliall publifh my works very fooq, I 
fliall be in town by Marehy amd ikall 
have the pkafwe of meeting wifih you. 
— AU your firiwis are wefll^ and ever' 
held you in^ the fame eftimadon that 
your finc<^^e friend d&esL 

Adrieu, dearladyy believe me, with* 
every wiih for your happinef$, your 
aioft faithful^ &c. 

■ LaiJrence Sterne. 

G 2 
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\ • 



llf^'AT 



To Dr. *♦****. 

Jan. 30,- i7tJo. 
Dear Sir^ 

"""-^ E r^ortuis nil nifi honum^ is a 
maxim . which you have fo often of 
late urged in converfatiop, and in 
your letters, (but in your laft cfpeci- 
ally) with fuch fcrioufncfs, and feverity 
againft mc,^ as the fuppofcd tranfgref- 
for of th^ rule;— that you have made 
me at length as ferious and fcverc as 
yourfelf :-^but that the humours you 
have ftirrcd up might not work too 

potently 
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potently Within me, I have waited 
foar days to cool myfelf, before I 
would iet pen to paper to anfwer you, 
^^ de mortuis nil nifi tonum.** 1 de- 
clare I have confidered the wildoni» 
and foundation of it over and over 
again, as difpaOionately and charitably 
as a good Chriftian can, and, after all, 
I can End nothing in it, or make more 
of it, than a nonfitidcal lullaby of 
fome nurfe, put into Latin by fomc 
pedant, to be chanted by fome hypo- 
crite to the end of the world, for the 
confolation of departing lechers.— 
^Tis, I own, Latin ; and I think that 
is' all the weight it has — for, in plain 
Englifli, 'tis a loofe and futile pbfuion 

G 3 below 
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tiriow ^ d'rCputc — ^^ ymi ar$ net ^ofpeak 
n^ thing of fbe 4f^\ ttU what is good.** 
W^y ^ ?-*-Wlio %s fo i — neidier 
reafoii or fcriptwre. — Infpired authors 
have done otherwife — and reafon and 
common fenfe tell me^ that if the 
charafisers of paft ages and men 
are to be drawn at all, they are to be 
dr^wn like ibemfelves ; that is, wiih 
their excellencies: wand with t^eir foi- 
bles-»r-and it i& ts muc^ a piece of 
jultice to the world, and to virtue too, 
to do che one, as the others — The rule- 
ing. palfion et les egaremens du caur, 
arc tlie v^ry things which mark, and 
diftinguidi a man's charafterj — in 
which I would as fbon leave out a 



man's 



I 87 5 

I 

man*s head as his hobby-horfe.— How- 
ever, iif like the poor devil of a painter, 
we muft confofm to this pious canon, 
de mortius^ ^c. which 1 own has a 
fpice of piety in the found of it, and 
be obliged to paint both our angels 
and our devils out of the fame pot— 
I then infer that our Sydenhams, and 
Sangrados, our Lucretias, . and Maf» 
falinas, our Sommers, and our Bo- 
lingbrokes — are alike entitled to fta- 
tues, and all the hiftorians, or fatirifts 
who have faid otherwife fince they de- 
parted this life, from Salluft to S — e, 
are guilty of the crimes you charge 
me with, " cowardice and injuftice.*** 

G 4 . But: 
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} , Bijt w)iy cowardice ? ♦* h^Qi^k %s 
fiot coiir^ge to attack a d^a4 i^gil 
who .can't defend himfdf.**^p-But ^y 
do you dolors of the fac.ulty.. attack 
fuch a one with your incii^on knife ? 
Ohi for Ae gcodof die^ving- — *Tis 
iny plea.--i?But I have fomething more 
XpTay in my behalf — and it is this — I 
api Dpt guilty of the charge-r-tho* de- 
fen fi hie- J have Jiot: cut up Do6U)r 
Kunaftro^ius at. all-^J b.aye jjaft 
fcratch*d him— and that, Xcarcc flcin- 
d^ep.— I do. him firft all honour*- 
fpeak of Kunaftfokius as a great man 
—-(be he who, he will) and then moft 
diftancly.hint at a drole foible in his 
chara(3:er — and that not firft reported 

(to 
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fto the !ft\<^ who can even underftand 

t^c hint) 'by me — but known* before 

by every chamber-maid and footniaa 

wkhin thc^ bills of mo^xlity — but 

Kunaftroktus, you fayV was a great ^ 

^ail— *ti^ thatVery circumftanfee whfch 

iiiakes the {iiealantry-^for^I c6uid 

namb at this inftant a fcom of h6ni^ 

^iitIenidrf%ho might have done ttle 

^Vcry thing which Kunaftrokius did, 

and feen no joke iii it at alt — as to 

the &iling 6f Kunaftrokius, which you 

•■ , . • * - ' 

fay can ohly be imputed to his friends 

as a misfdrtufte — I fee nothing like 

4, 

a misfortune in it to ariy friend or re- 
iation ' of Kuttaftrokius— that Kuna- 

(irokius 



I . 
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ftrokius upon occafions (hould fit with 

! have put thefe ftars net to bari 
your viorjbip^s delicacy^^li Kunaftro^ 
kius after all is too faired a charafter 
to be even fmiled at, (which is all I have 
done) he has had better luck than his 
belters: In the fame page (without 
imputation of cowardice) I have faid^ 
as n?iuch of a man of twice hi& wifdora 
*^and that is Solomon; of whom I 
have made the fame remark ** Thai 
they were both great men — and like all 
mortal men had each their ruling 
paffion." 



*^ 



•The 
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:;uu The confolation you gi^c m% 
*^ That my book however will be* 
read enough to aafwer my deHgn of 
raifing a tax upon .the public'^ — is 
visry unconfolatory — ' to fay nothing 
how very mortifying ! by h»-*-^n ! 
an author is worfe treated than a com- 
mon ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ at this rate—*' 2W mil 
get a.fenty by your fint^ and tba^s 
enough. — Upon this chapter let me 
comment-p^That I propofcd laying 
the world under contributioD when I 
fet pen to paper^s what I own, and I 
fuppoie i may be allow'd to have that 

r 

view in my head in common with 
every other writer, to make my labour 

of advantage to.myfelf. 

Do 
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Do not fou do the fame*? but?'if 
beg I may add» that whatever views I 
had of that kind, I had other views— ^* 
the firft of which was, the hopes of 
doing the world good by ridiculing 
what I thought dcfcrving of it — or of 
diflcrvice to found learning, &c.^— how 
I have fuccecded my book' muft fhew 
-^and this I leave entirely to the world 
—but not to that little world •'of your 
acquaintance^ vfhoft opmioifi -kid fen- 
riments you call the genl(?ral opinion 
of tjic beft judges withmit exception^ 
who all affirm (you fa^) tha!%y book 
cannot be put into the hafidi of aiiy 
woman of cbaraSler. (T' hope ybii- 
except widows, doftor^^or they are 

not 
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they arc all rj^^ly of my parly m retwiir. 
for fome gopd. offices done their ia^ 
tcreits in the 1 76th page of my focon^ 
volume) But for the chafte marriedy 
^nd chafte 4«imarried partof the fex — 
they muft pot read rny book ! Heaven 
forl»d theftock of chaftity Ihould be 
leilen'd by the Ijfe and j Q|^i{|iot)^ . of 
Triftram Sbandy-»-yes, bifi . opmions. 
—it would .certainly c^bauch /eml 
God take them under I>is pro^eAioa^ 
in this fiery.trial, an4. fend qs plenty^ 
of puenas .to watch the workings of 
their hgrnours, *till they have M^ly . 
got AraV,tjie,wholc work.— If this will 
not be fnfficicftt, may we have plenty- 

of 
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^f Sangrados to pour in plenty of 
cold water, till this terrible ferments 
tion is oyer-— as for the nummum in 
hcuh^ which you mention to me a fes 
cood time, I fear you thinlc me ver^ 

poor, or in debt 1 thank God tho* 

I don*t abound — that I have enough- 
for a clean Ihirt every day — and z 
mutton chop — and my contentment 
with this, has thus far (and I hope ever 
will) put me above itooping an ieMch- 

for it^ even for *s eftate»-— Curfeon 

it^ I like it not to that degree, nor eavy 
(y)U may be fur e) any man who kneek 
in the dirt for it— fo that howfoever I 
may fall- fhort of the ends propofed" in 
cocnmencing author— -—I enter this 
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frofefij firft that my end was b^nejt:, 
and fecondly, that I v^rote not to be fed^ 
but to he: famous. 1 am much obliged 
to Mr. Garrick for his very favourable 
opinion — but why, dear Sir, had ht 
done bet^r in finding fault with it 
than in commending it? to humble 
me ! an author is not fo foon humbled 
as you imagine — no, but to make the 
book better by caftrations — that is 
■ftiil fu^ fudfcey and I can affure yon 
upon thi^ chapter, that the very 
pafiagcs, and defcriptions you propofe, 
that I ihould facrifice in my fecortd edi». 
tion, arc what are belt relifh'd by 
men of wit, and fome others whom I 
cfteem as found criticks — fo that upon 

the 
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the whoie, I am ftill kept up, ff rtw 
above fear, at leaft above dcfpair,' add 
have feen enough to fiiew me the folly 
of an attempt of caftratingimy book to 
the prudifh humours of particulars^ 
I believe the fliort cut would be to 
publi(h this letter at the beginning of 
the third volume, as an apology for 
the firft and fecond. I was forry to 
find a cerifure upon the infincerity of 
fome of my friends — 1 have no reafoa 
myfelf to reproach any one man** -my 
friends have continued in the fame 
opinions of my books which they firft 
gave me of it — many indeed have 

thought 
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thought better of •em, by confidcrmg 
them more ; few Worfe. 

I am, Sir, 



Your humble fervanr, 



*» •: 



• ■•«.! I. 

Laurence Stern*.. 



.If V 



t 
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LETTER XIII. 



To .the B qf G^ 



York, June 9^ 1760, 

My Lord, 

jL\| O T knowing where to fend two 
fets^of my Sermons, I could think of 
no better expedient, than to order them 
!mo,Mr. Berrenger's nands,' who has 
pc^ifed me that he will wait upon 
yM^r Lordlhip with them, the fifift 
fl^ncnt he hears you are in tovm. 
The trueft and humbleft thanks 'I 

return 
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rfeturn to your LordJhip for the gene- 
rofity of your protedion, and advice 
to fne ; by making a good ufe of the 
one, I will hope to deferve the other ^ 
I wilh your Lordfhip alt the health 
and happinefs in this wprld, fori am] 

Your Lordfhip*s 
Moft obliged and 
Moft grateful Scrvanj^ 

4 

• . P.-S, I am juft fitting ^own to go 
on with Triftram, &€• — the fcribblerj 
nfc Ttic iWi but they have ufed my 
betters ^uch worfe, for y,bkh^y 
Cod forgive cbeoi. 

Ha 



L E t T E R XIV. 

Totheiev. Mf, gtEkFJ-fe. 

. l^riof.Park, junto 15, i'^66. 
Reverend Sir, 

J[ HAVE your favour of the 'gth 
iDftanr, and am glad to underftand, 
you are got fdfe home, and employed 
again in your proper ftudics and amufe- 
ments. ^You have it in* your power 
to make that, which Is an aiuufement 
to yourfelf and others, ufeful to 
both: at leaft, you Ihould, aboye 
all things, beware of its becoming 
hurtful to eirher, by any violations of 

decency 



dccpncy and ^ood ';miani^s ^ 4j^t ^ 
have already p^k^B fifch xf^&^tfd li- 
berp^s of advijjqg you pn that Jtjeaj^* 
that to fay i^ore would be qeedlcfs, or 
pcrJhfaps unacceptable. 

..' ■ ' •.■"'■■" 

Whpeycr is, ip any way, well jc- 

xeiyed by the public, is ifurc to Ijc 
annoy*d by that peft of the public, 
profligate fcribbkrs. This is the com- 
mon lot of ''fuccefsful adventurers ; 
but fuch have often a worfe icvil to 
ftruggle with^^ I mean the' cver^ofli- 
cioufncfs of their indifcrcet friends. 
There are two Odes, as fhey are called, 
printed by DodQey. Whoever was 
the author,; he appears t6 bie a 

H 3 monfter 
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•monftcT of impiety and* Icwdnefe— 
yetfuch'is'the malignity 'of tht fcHb- 
bleris/fome have given tHfern ttf ybur. 

r 

friend Hall •, and others, whitfh'irftllf 

more impoflible, to yourfelf '; ' tho* tfie - 

firft Ode has the infolence to placfe 

you both in a mean* and a^ ridibulous 

light. But this might 'arife frdm" k 

tale cquaUy groundlefs and malignant, 

that you, had flievm them- to your ac- 

quaintances in M. S.' before they were 

gif^n to the public. Nor was thdir 

being printed by Dod^ey the Hlcelitft 

means of diicrediting the cafumny.- 

* About this time, another; under tlic 
m'aflc of fricndfhip, pretended to draw 

your 



your charafter, which was fince pub- 
lifhed in a Female Magazine^ (for dul* 
ncfe, who often has as great a hand as 
the devil, in deforming God*s works of 
the creation, has made tbem^ it feems, 
ma:le and female) and from thence it 
was transformed into a Chronicle^ 
Pray have you read it, or do you know 
ks author? 

. But of all thcfe things, I dare fay 
Mr. Garrick,^whofc prudence i;s equal 
tb his honcliy or his talents, . has re- 
monftrated to you with the freedom of v 

a friend. He knows the inconftancy 
of what is c**Ued the Public, towards 
^1, even the. beftintemioncda of thofe 
'. H 4 who 
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who contribute to its pleafure, or 
amufcment. He (as cvtry man of 
honour "^ and difcretion wouldj Jias 
availed himfelf of tht public favour, 
to regulate the tafte, and, in his proper 
llation, to reform the manners of 
the fafhionable world ; while by a well 
judged oBconomjr, he has provided 
againft the temptations of a mean and 
fervile .dependency, on the follies and 
vices of the great. 

In a word, he affured, there kno one 
«iore fincerely wifhes your welfare and 
happinefs, thaa, 

• \ 

Reverend Sir, 

» ..." 
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L E T T JE R . XV- 



To my Witty Widow, Mrs. F- 



C0XW011I49 Aug, 3, 1760. 
Madam, 



w. 



HEN amafliV brains are as dry- 
as afquc€2*d Orange- and he feds he has 
no more conceit in him that a Mallet, 
*tK in vain to ^hink of fitting down, 
and writing a letter to a lady of your 
wit, unlefs in the honeft John-Trot- 
Stile of, yours of the i^thinjlant camt 
^Jafe to hand^ (^c. which, by the bye, 
.looks like a letter of bufinefs; and 
you know very well, from the firft: 

letter 
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letter I ha4 the honoup ^tQ write to 
you» I am a man of no buGn^fsat'alL 
This vile plight I found my genius in^ 
was the reafon I have told Mr, — , 
I.WQuld not write to you till the next 
poft — hoping, by that time to get 
fome/mall recruit, atleaftof vivacity-, 
ifnpt wir, jo fee out with j — but Opcm 
fccond thwghts^ thinking a badvletter 
in fcafon— rto be better than a good 
one> out of, it--^this fqrawi is the^con- 
iequence, \yhi9h,. if you wijl burn the 
moment you, get it — I prpmife to fend 
you a fine fet eff^y in the ftilp of your 
female epiftolizers, cut aad trinv'd-^t 
all points. — God defend me from fuch, * 
)vho never yet knew what it was to 

fay 



[ 107 ] 

fa^ or write one premeditated Word in 
my whole life — ^for this reafori I fend 
you with pleafure, becaufe wrote witli 
the carelefs irregularity of an eafy 

^ heart. Who told you Garrick 

wrote the medley for Beard ? — 'Twa$ 

wrote in his houfe, however, and be* 

fore I left town. — —I deny it— I waS 

not loft two days before I left town.— i- 

I was loft all the time I s^as there, and 

never found *till I got to this Shandy- 

cattle of mine.— Next winter I intend 

to fojourn amongft you with more de- 

corum, afid will neither be loft or 

found any where. ^ 






NqW. 



Now I wilh to Gpd, I j«ra$ gt yquc 
<lbow — I have juft finiftied opp violu^nc 
of Shandy, and I w^pt to rc^d it to 
fome one who I knoisr can taii;e ^fli 
xelifli hunwur— ;this py t|ie way^ fs a 
Jittle impudent in ipc — ^for J take the 
thing for granted, whic^ their high 

piighcineflibs the world hav^ yiCt tp .de« 

« 

ler miner— but I mean, no fuch thing-* 
i could wifli only to have your opinion 
.-r-lhalM, \a trujth, give you mine ? — 
;I dare not — but I will; provided yoji 
iccep it to yourfelf— know then, itljat 
J[ thinJc there'i^inorflaj^g^^bk humour, 
-r-with equal degree i^ < Gs^ip^muc^ 
feci re — if not more than in the laft-r- 
Jfesnit we are bad judgesof the merit. of 
our children. 

I return 



[ ^<^9 ] 
i return you ^ tlioufand thaaks for 
ydUr friendly congf eolations upon my 
habitation— and I t^ill rake cife, you 
Ihall never wifli me bnt Well, for 1 am^ 
Madam, ' 

With great cfteem and truth. 

Your fhoft obliged. 



P. S. 1 have wrote this To vilely ani 
fo precipitately, I fear you miift carry 

it ta a decypherer 1 beg you'll do 

me the honour to write— otherwift 

you 
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you draw me in, inftead of Mr. ■ 
drawing you into a fcrape*— ibr I (hould 
forrow to have a tajic of fo agreeable a 
corrcfpondcnt— and no more. 



Adieu. 



[ in ] 



LETTER XVI. 



To Lady 



Coxwo'uld, Sept. 2i, 1761, 



I 



RETURN to my new habitation, 
fully determined to write, as hard as 
can be, and thank you moil cordially, 
•my dear lady, for your letter of con- 
gratulation upon my Lord Faucon- 
berg*s having prefented me with the 
curacy of this place — though your 
congratulation comes fomewhat of the 
lateft, as I have been poffefled of it 
fome time. — I hope 1 have been of 
Tome fervice to his Lordlhip, and he 

has 
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fiaa fxiffictently requited me. — I'Tig^,, 

thopK^ ^worth a' hundred— i(ut ic . 

*■• "^ i {. ' . ".:,i ? .t ."■■• ' -t '-■.' '•■'^'•^ ?'' « "-"-^Tsj 

oblises ine tj have a curate tp officiate^ 
&tp u.ttpn .and Stil\in^tpn,^^';gs-^iUwfl.^ 
a mile" oJf . .his LordfliiR's^^ ^^^ ^^ 
pa.^k. : Jis a very agr«?^I| ^|;jd^ ^«^^. ^ 
in the ch a^ I purchafid/o^^^ay. w^<^, ^ 

in.--Whilfl;,,they take ^h^d^jjejj^pqs^.^^ 
I am fcribbling 4^ay ^ <^jr,J^ti^. .. 
Thefc tv/o^T9luQi^s,j^rcv.,|. .th^^tfci.;. 
beli— J Ih^il yr^vip as^i^g .^g,; %^,,, 

»tis^ in f^<a, 9ijj,^pbl)y-||pr^:^vlflf! fe ^ 
much am I e^li^hte^^,>jy^^jjjjjj,f4Q£^,4, 
Toby'f imagip,4ry- .«t),^a.^9;^,.,^l4a| ,1;;^ 
am become a]^^j^ethv*fi9J^^'>r,i|4y.;t,|S^i»>-i , 



« 

liclps to copy for iiie--Huid my wife 

knits aad liftens as I read har chap* 

lers.— »The coronation of his Mi^fty 

(whom God prefcrvp!) has ooft me Qie 

Value of an Ox, which is to Be roafted 

whdk in themiiddle of the town, and my 

,|Md(htoners will, I itSppofe^ be very 

merry upon the occafioh*— You' will 

then be in town<~and feift your eyeS 

With a figbty wiiich 'tis to b^ hoped wi)l 

not be in either of our pdwers to fee 

ogain^ror in ppii^t of age we have about 

twenty years the ftart of his Majefty .— 

And now, my dear friend^ I muft finifh 

this— ^d with every wilh for your hap- 

pihels conclude myfclf your^noft (in* 

cere well^wiflier and friend, 

I ' L. Stsrihi. 

Vol I. 1 












« « 



Coxwould, -— — , 1761.' 
Dear H , 



f ' ■ ^ 



I • 



X 'Afi JOICfi you ' are ih I.ttnaolit:iJ 
reft you tl^ercf irt peacd'5 hfefe 'tis the 
deVil— You wasa ^<b6d ^i^>ii«.-^ 
wiih trtylelf back agalit," ai ^fori'i^U ' 
riie'I nikiia— but rioi becali'fe a'tfilfi 
death -cJoing peftifer'ou^ riofth-caft 
wmd blows in a line idiitdly frbtii 
crazy-calftle turret fulV i/^ori'mc lA 
this cuckoldly retreat, (for 1 VaFut 
the north-eaft wind ind aff its jpowers 

' • ' ■■-II- 

not 



C 115 ]' 

not a ftraw) — but the tranficion from 
rapkl iDOtiOn f» abfolute reft'was too 
violent. — I fhould have walked about 
the ftreets of York ten days, as a 

' proper medium to have paflld thro', 
before I entered upon my reft. — I 
ftaid but a moment, ancj I have been 
here but a Tew, to f4tisfy me 1 . havi 

' not managed my miferie$ like i> w^fc 
<nan — and- if God, for ray confolation 
under them, had not poUreiiforth the 
fpirit ot^ShanJeifm into mc^ which will 
not fqfFer me to think two moments 
upon any grave fubjeft, I would elfe, 

. juft now lay down and die^ r-dje 

iWKi *yet, in half an hqur's time, I'll 
lay a guiaqa, 1.01^11 tfc a$. merry as a 

I 2 monkey 



cudied ftupid — but tbat, my dear H. 
dcpei^SjmjitA upon thf .|^tt<^| h<if^ of. 

IS in.;aiiy oturter between ten via the 
morning or four in the afternbon-nl 

give itup-^o;- if the day is obfcuced 

3g^>'T--v- \y.uH%i >...^i ,r)ix rf(v/ :>f^flw 

. 'Wt y !w,,lcr»Q,?(i b,?i^ ifi^ip ^ ftYfrr 

,^P9a th? cacih .^(tcj; ,jt^,id«fVfi#tii9ri 
0^ So^m-T-aRd jjeij»4ve^u,r«r>yi8#' 



fi^fty^ «od hit tfii'dfi^ 

«S*i fo mtfeh fof thaif. *^' ' ' ^ 

^^ »ri ij ta J kndT <^urlHh^ juft' how; 
as (if t56a naa not picafea it to dc io) 
It ought to nave been in bleak Decern- 
oer, ana tnererore I am giacryou arc 
wncre you are, and- where ( l^ repeat 




«*^rftPatf tRWgs— and ^ei'^tth tBe 
»ft#?^4W>nat'lijftinttd n^tifch.-^As' tb 
^-ftiiWffidn^rTffibulcf ^Be ^'GeafE to rail 
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t^^ldls ndt-^and bad I ftmMft>xii:ksr 
a fecolid^ longer k wonIdrJuyc been :i 
banning *|haigie^-*^lfe Am 4£»lai^' hffvj 
lelf hap^i^r withouc mer7rrbii(;:n<)^ii9 
ahg^ is tkit declaration aii^de—<^bus 
in pure, ■ &bf£r^ good-fetifeyf bi^ill oa 
found e3cperience« — ^ihe hdpes you will 
be able xo llrike a bargain for mt 
before this: time twelve»;[ontb, to lead 
a bear round Europe : a^d from this 
hopes frbm you, I verily believe ic is^ 
that you are fo high in her favour at 
prefent*^— She fwears you are a fellow 
of witt' thoiigh humourous-, a^ funny 
jolly foUl, though fomcwhat fplenecit j 
knd (bating thc'lovc of women) as 
lioneit aa ^i^ik^how do -'ytiai like the 

fimilc i 






going tb'Rafleli^ to*nigbtf^abdJ am 
fittaig^^rrawfol as the prophet w»s 
whai the>roiee cried out tOvihim and 
feid, *^ Whatdo^ft thou hcrc^ ElijaK?*^ 
<^*Ta well the ^irit does; not make 
the ianae'atCoxwould-^fYv unlefs for 
the few iheepleftme to take cane of» 
in this wiiderne&, I niighc as.wdU 
nay better, be at Mecca-^When we 
£nd we can .by a Ihifcing of places^ 
runaway from ourfelves^ what thinl(: 
you of a jaunt there, before we. finally 
pay a yifit. ta.the vde of Jebefopbat^^ 
,A^ ilka fame as we have, I truiJ: I 
jhall one day or other fee you face to 
face-^fo tell the two colonels, if they 

I 4- love 



vraroieft v^^s ^ them, and advife the 

rich dowager before the conclufion dS 
the pescerr-wby will not ^he ad¥ice fuk 



■ { -^ 



Tortnprrpw morniog, (if Ifeaven 
permit) I b^n the fifth volume of 
S^^^dy— I care not a curfe fiw the 
critics-r-rU load my vehicle with whaf 
pi0($^^J^ feiltis ihei and ttey^ffiay' take 
^m^ti^f hands, oVM tfetfe* khh)^ 
1 ^m veryo V?aJlo\n'(nt5--^^ ^is-m pro- 

porcion 



r^vfc. ><l€^^lt-#«^jio bad f mir4 14 Ood 
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t E T T E R XVII. 

i 

To D-— G-*— -^, Elot ^ 



'J • . 



Paris, Jan*,3i, 1762.. 

My dear Friend^ 

^ Jt'^HINK^ not that becatifc I have 
been a fortnight in this n^ietrppotfg 
without Writing to you; that there- 
fore t have not' had you and Mrs. 6. 
a hundred times in my head artd 
fieart:--heart I yes, y«Si fay^yqw--tmt 
^i muft hot waftc paper in >^^^/«^?^^ 
this poft, whatever I do * the. next. 

Well! 
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Well ! here I am, my friend, as much 
improved ia my health for the time, 
as ever your fricndfliip could wifh, 
or at leaft your faith give credit to — 
by the bye I am fomewhac worfe ia 
my intellectuals, for my head is turned ' 
round with • what I fee, and the un- 
cxpefted honours I have met witli here. 

I* 

Triftram was almoft as much k^own 
hesc as ia . London,^ at leaft andbng 
.jnouc mea of condition and 'learnings 
and has got me introduced into ib 
many circles ('tis comme a Londres.) 
I have ijuft now a fortnight's dinners 
and fupper^ upon my hands — My aj}- 
plicatipn. to the CouiK dc Choifuiel 
goes CMa fwiitjmingJy, for not. only Mr. 
. . * Pelletiere, 



< 



his houib) is now, as ryonMsdulgB ^tb^ 
W«?, my own*-^he lives at great ex^ 
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:^g^3ndpe 4ocsi» laeig^t tendonji and 
.gpeliK; n^ kaiie^loitgo ^n^miik tvif 
'tfasDW^?Liik:u^aannts^ thcif 

'^rjca0s! ; ^ooUe&roDty tiverf ydwf i 
^je timch-4;luiiBc^dnrait:'thei^dd64 

'night tP^t IlMakt^khrQiigh^bat'* ratiiex 

-from jdir4^i|^ of thiS' j^o^'whidi 

ill the >ISI10^ vivr€y ittceis^Air Of^ 

.places^' Ii beikvcy m^'Othi^'fe^ion 4f 

' I: afc/ -'^ollig, wBeii thts letter iti 
by to Vin!fi^tte»f~t^t<ttriniocitiiig.i 

wait 
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wait upon Monfr, Titont, in company; 
with Mr: Miaccartny, who is knownioi 
him, to deliver your comi^nds; h 
have » bought you the pamphlet upfc> 
on theatrical, or rather tragical 4^> 
damation — •- 1 htive bt>U2ht anothcrf 
.in verfc, worth reading^! and youf 
will Vciceive' them, with 'What I can. 
pick up 'tbisr week, fay ,a fcrT4iit' 
of Mr. Hodges, who he is 'fending, 
back to England. * ' 



4 ■ 



• 



I was laft night with Mr. Fox tb 
fc Madle. Clairon, in ^inghte^-^-fht 
is extremely rgreat -^/w^Tild to.God 
yOUvhad c^ae or two like her— Wkai 
a. luxui^^to fee yeu witkm^ 4f fljch 
' : V powers 



i 
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po«wer$' TTi'the fame intercfti&g'fcend *->' 
btit *tis « too riHich^^- Ah !' TrevIHc ! 
thou art Mencury himftK^-By virtue 
ofir taking 9 couple of boxes,;we bava^ 
bef^oke this weeic the Fi*en'chiti^n in^ 
Lohdoq, in which Preville is^ r6 ftn<J 
us^home to fupper, all bapfy-^l mean 
about fifteen or fixteen £ngUfti o£ 
dfftinftion) who are now here, and 
live well with each other. 



I am under great obligations to Mr, 
Pitti who has behaved in every refpe<9: 
to me like a man of good breeding, 
and goodnature — 1« a poft or two I 
will write agaift-»-Polejr is an honeft 
foul-*I couki wrke fix volumes, of 

what 



what has pa^ comically m this great 

fceiK, fince theft laft feorteen dsys-^-i 

.. . ' ' • • 

'4>uc mare of this heroafcer^-We ait 
all going into motsniing) nor yon^ 
HOT Mrs. G. would ktmi me, if you 
met me in my remile — ^bleis yoU 
hoArl Service to Mrs. 0enis» Adiem. 
-adtettl f 



L.S. 



y . t 






« f V* 
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e.r,-.: ■- Tq Lady D— *-. '' " ''■' '■ ■■■■ 

* - • . ... * .1 .1 • '■ 



lou 



OUR Lady (hip's kind enquiriw"*^ 
after my health is indeed kind, and of 
a piece with the reft of your charafter. 
Indeed*! am very ill, having broke a 
veflel in my lungs — hard writing in 
the fummer, together with preaching, 
which I have not ftrength for, is ever 
fatal to me — but 1 cannot avoid the 
latter yet, and the former is too 
pleafurable to be given up— I believe 
Vol I. K ' Ifhall 
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I fhall try if the fouth of France will 
not be of fervice to mc — his G, of Y. 
has nrM^' humanely given me the per-- 
mifllon for a year or two — I ihall fet 
©ff with great hopes of its efficacy, 
and (halt write to my wife^ and daughter 
to come and join me at Paris, elfe my 
ftay could not be fo long — " Le Fever's 
ftory has beguiled your ladyfliip of 
your tears," and the thought of the 
accufing fpirit flying up to heaven's 
chancery with the oath, you are kind 
enough to fay is fublime — my friend, 
Mr. Garrick, thinks fo too, and I am 
moft vain of his approbation — your 
ladyihip's opinion adds not a little to 
'my vanity, 

' ' 1 wilh 






I wilh I had time to take a little 
excurfion to Bath, were it only to 
thank you for all the obliging things 
you fay in your letter-rbut 'tis im- 
poflible — accept at leaft my warnieft 
thanks— If I could tempt my friend, 
Mr. H. to come to France, I fhould 
* be truly happy — If I can be of any 
fervice to you at Paris, command hiiti 
frtio is, crnd ever will be. 

Your Ladyfhip's faithful. 



L. Stehii®. 



K2 
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LETTER XIX. 



To J H S — ^, Efq. 



Coxwould, July 28, iy6u 



Dear H- 



J[ Sympathized for, or with yOM, 
on the detail you give me of your 
lat^' agitatjons — and would, willingly 
have taken my horfe, and trotted to 

ft 

the oracle to have enquired into the 
etymology of all your fufFerings, had 
I not been affured, that all that evacu- 
ation of bilious matter, with all that 

abdomical 



abdomical motion attending it (both 
which are equal to a month's purga- 
tion and exercife) will have left yoii 
better than it found you — Need one go 

to D , to be told that all kind of 

mild, (mark, 1 am going to talk more 
fooiifhly than your apothecary) open- 
ing, faponacious, dirty - fliirt, fucJ- 
wafhing liquors arc proper for you, 
and confequently all fiyptical pota- 
tions, death and deftruftion — if you 
had not (Hut up your gall-dufts by 
thefe, the glauber falts could not have 
hurt — as it was, 'twas like a match to 
the gunpowder, by raifing a frefli 
combuftion, as all phyfic does at firft, 
{o that you have been let off— nittfc, 

K 3 brim- 
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brimftonc, and charcoal, (which is 
blacknefs itfelf ) all at one blaft-«« 
^twas well the piece did not buril^ 
for 1 think it underwent great violence, 
and, as it is proof, will, I hope, do 
much fervicc in this militating world— 
Panty is miftaken, I quarrel with no 
one. — There was that coxcomb of 

in the hdufe, who loft temper 

with me for no reafon upon earth 
but that I could not fall down and 
worfliip a brazen image of learning 
and eloquence, which he fet up to the 
perfedution of all true believers — ^I 
fat down upon hi $ altar ^ and whiftled 
in the t^me of his divine fervice— and 
broke down his carved work, and 

kicked 



kicked his inccnfe pot to the D^ , 

{a he «t#cated, fed mn fme Hlle in 
cvrde fw^ — r have wrote a clerum, 
whetlier I A^all take my doftor's de- 
grees or HO— I am much in doubt, 
but I trow not.— I go on \yith Trif- 
tram— I have bought feven hundred 
books at a purchafe dog cheap — and 
many good — and I have been a week 
getting them fet up in my b^ft roo:n 
here — why do not you t ran I port yours 
to town, but I talk like a fool.— 
This will juft catch you at. your fpaw 
— 1 willi you incolumem apud Londi- 
num — do^you go there for good and 
all — or ill ? — ! am, dear confm, . 
. ■ Yours. afFeftionatt.ly, . 

^ K 4 L. Ste8.n'e. 
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LETTER XX. 



To D. G — — , Efq. 



Paris, March J9, 1762. 



Dear G. 



X ' HIS will be put into your hands 
by Dodor Shippen, a phyfician, who 
has beeh here fome time with Mifs 
Poynt^, and is this moment fecting'off 
for your tnetropoh's, fo I fnatch the 
opportunity of writing to you and my 
kind friend Mrs. G.— I fee* nothing 
like her here, and yet I have been in- 
troduced 
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tfoduced to one half of their beflr 

Goddeficrs, and in ^ month more (halt 
be admitted to the Ihrines of the other 
half— but I neither worlhip — or fall 
(much) upon my knees before them ; 
but on the contrary, have converted 
many unto Shandeifm — for be it known 
I Shandy it away fifty times more 
than I was ever wont, talk more non- 
fenfe than ever you heard me talk in 
your days— ,and to. all forts of people. 
^i k diaile eft cet bomme /^«— faid 
Choifcul, t'other day — ce Chevalier 
Shandy— * You'll think me as vain as a 
devil, was I to tell you the reft of the 
dialogue*-* whether the bearer knows 

it or no, I know not— 'Twill fcrve up 

after 



[ 138 3 

after flipper^ , in Soutbampton-ftreet,'^ 
atnonglt other fmall difhes, aft^r the 
fatigues of Richard the Illd-^O God I 
they have nothing here, which gives 
the nerves fo fmart a blow, as thofe 
great characters in the hands of G — ! 
but I forgot I am writing to the man 

kimfelf The devil take (as he will) 

thefe tranfpotts of enthufiafm ! Apro- 
pos — the whole City of Paris is be* 
tuitcb'd with the comic opera, and if 
it was not for the afFatrs^of Ae Jcfuits, 
which takes Up pnehalf of our talk, 
the comic opera- would have it zU — It 
is a tragical nuifance in all companies 
as it is, and was it not for fonie fudden^ 
ftarts and daflbes---of Shandeifm, vihid^ 

now 
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fjow ^nd then either t)reaks the thread, 
or entangles it fo, that the devil him* 
felf would bie puzzled in winding it 
pfi~I Ihould die a martyr — this by 
the way 1 never will 

1 fend you over fomc of thefc comic 
operas, by the bearer, Mritb the Salhui 
a fatire^The French comedy, 1 Arldom 
vifit it— they ad fcarce any thing 
but tragedies — and the Clairon ^s 
great, anil; MadUe, Dumefwl, in fomc 
places, ftill greater than her — ^yet I 
cannot bear, preaching— 1 fancy I gQ% 
a furfeit of it in my younger days.-«- 
-Therc i$ ^ tragedy to be damn'd tQ. 
fl ight-Trpw<^e fee witj[> it, .aiyj tl^ geatfe 

brain 
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brainVhich made it ! I have ten than- 
land thfngs to tdl you I cannot 
'virrice— I do a thoofand things which 
<?ut no figure, but in the doing — and as 
in London, I have the honour of 
Having done and faid a thoufand things 
r never did or dream*d of— and yet I 
dfceam abundantly — If the devil ftood 
behind me in the fhape of a courier, I 
could not write fafter than I do, having 
five letters more to difpatch by the 
fame Gentleman ; he is going into 
another feftibn of the globe, and. 
when he has fcen you, he will depart 
in peace. 

The Duke of Orleans has fufiered 
my portrait to be added to the number 

of 
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t}f fome odd men in Iiis coUc^iootL 
and a gentlemaa who lives wkh hinij 
has taken it moft expreflivdy, at full 
length — I purpofe to obtain an etching 
of it, and to fend, it you — your prayer 
for me of rojy healthy is heard-f-^If I 
ftay here for three or fom: months, B 
ihall return more than, reioftaicdi 
My love to Mrs* G. '<- 

s 

I am, my dear G. 



I » 



Your moft humble Servant, 



Lu STJERNfi. 



i'. 
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LETTER XXI, 

To the fame. 

Paris, April lo, I7ff2, 
lyTy dear G, 



I 



SNATCH the occafion of Mr, 
Wilcox (the late Bifliop of Roche- 
fter's fon) leaving this place for Eng- 
land, to write to you, and I inclofe it 
to Hall, who will put it into your 
hand, poflibly behind the fcenes. I 
hear no news of you, or your empire^ 
I would have laid kingdom — but here 
every thing is hyperbolized — and if 

* 

a wo* 
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a woman is but fimply plcafed— -Ms 
Je fuis cbarmee^^tdid if flic is charmed, 
'tis nothing lefs than that fhe is 
r<n»-(h'd— and when ravi-lh'd (which 
may happen) there is nothing left 
for her but to fly to the other world 
for a metaphor, and fwear, qu'elle 
ctoit toutc extafitt — which mode of 
fpeaking, is, by the bye, here creej- 
ing into ufe, and there is fcarce 'a 
woman who underftands the bon ton 
but is fcven times in a day in down- 
right extafy-— that is, the devil's in 
her — by a fmali miftakc of one world 
for the other-— -Now, where am I 



got? 



I have 
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I have bdcenchefe. two tiays reaAiiig 
a tragedy^ given me by a 4ady of 
talents xo read and conje6fcure if it 
woul^ doior you — *Tis from the- plan 
of Diderot^ and^poffibly half a tranU 
lation of it — The Natural Soft, or, 
the Triunaph of -Virtue, in five afts— 
It has too much fentiment in it, (at 
leaft for me^ the fpeeches too long, 
and favour too much of preaching — 
this may be a fecond reafon, it is not 
to my taftc— 'Tis all love, love, love, 
throughout, without much feparation 
in the cham6ber; fo I fear it would 
HQt do for your ftage, and perhaps 
for the very reafon which recommend 
it to a French one.— After a vile fuf- 

pention 
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t. 

penfion of tbree weeks'— tre ^at be* 
ginning with <mr comedies and operas 
again— yours I hear nearer flourilhed 
more — here the comic adoi^ wem 
never fo low*-the tragedians hdd up 
their heads*-^in all fenfes* 1 have 
known one Usile $na» {uppottths the- 
atrical world, like a David Atlas, 
upon his ihouldersy but Preville can't 
do half as muth here, though Mad. 
Clairon (lands by him, and fets her 
back to his — Ihe is very great, however, 
and highly improved fince you fawher 
— Ihe alfo fuppprt^ her dignity at table, 
an4 has l>er public day every Thurfday^ 
when Ihe gives to t(U (as they fay 
here) to all that are hungry and jdr^. 
. Vol. I. L You 



You ftre m\ich talked' of hcrc^ anrd 

much expc&cd as foon as the pc^ce 

win let you— thcfe tx^o laft days ybu- 

:have happened to engrofe the whole 

' converfation at two great hduies where 

I i^as at dinner-^'Tis the greateft. 

* « > ' 

problem in nature,- in this meridfart^ 
. th^sit one ziid the fame man fhduld 
poiTefs fuch tragic and confric powers^ 
and in fach an eqtiiiibrio, as to divide. 
. th^ world for *rhich of the two nature 
intended him. 

Crebiilion has made t convention 

* • 

^ithme, which, if he is not A)o laiy^ 

^will be no bad j^^j^^^^^^slbon as i 

get to Touloufe he has agreed tok 

write 
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write me an expoftulatry letter 
\]|)on the indecorums of T, Shandy— 
which is to be anfwered by recrimi- 
nation upon the liberties in his 
own works — thefe are to be printed 
together — Crebillion againft Sterne — 
Sterne againft Crebillion — the copy 
, to be fold, and the money equally 
divided — This. is good Swifs -policy. 

I am recovered- greatly, arid! if I . 
could fpcnd one whbfe wlftter at Tou- 

loufe, I fliould be fortified, in my 

inner man, beyond all danger of re- 

. lapfmg.— A fad afthma my daughter 

has been martyi^'d with thefe three 

» ■ ■ 

wiAters, but moHly this lalt, makes 
. ' ■ La- •■ ■ ■ --It, 
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)t» I fe?r, neceflaryihe (hould try the 
laft remedy of a warmer and fofcer 
air, fo I am going this week to Vcr* 
failles, to wait upon Count Choifeul to 
folicic paflports for them — If this fy ftcm 
takes place, they join me here--* 
and after a month's ftay we all de* 
camp for the fouth of France — if noC| 
I ihall fee you in June next. Mr. Fox, 
and Mr. Maccartny-, having left Paris, 
I live altogether in French families— 
I laugh 'ciU I cry, and in the hmp 
tender moments cry Uill I laugh. I 
5handy it more than ever, and verily 
do believe, that by mere Shandeifm, 
fublimated by a laughter-loving peo- 
pki I fence a$ much againft infirmi^ 

tiet 
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ties, as I do by the benefit of air 
and climate. Adieu, dear G. prer<int 
ten thoufand of my bcft refpefls and 
wifhes to and for my friend Mrs. G. — 
had Ihe been laft night upon the Tul- 
leries,^ Ihe would have annihilated a 
thoufand French goddefles, in onejingk 
turn. 

I anvinoft truly, 

i - my dear friejid, 

' ■ . . • ... 



1 , * 

V 



i • 



JU Sl^£iNfi« 



»: ^ ; • . '' ■• j;j :♦ V ^'^ \ 






r 
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LETTER XXIf. ^ 

To Mrs. S , York. 

Paris, May 1 6th ij^z* 
My Dear, 



T )i4: thooland-tb'Oiie. that this 
reaches you before yott have fet out — 
Htewetrer i taljL-i^ithe chanc^^you will 
receive one ix^ote laft aight, the mo- 
ment y^vi get to Mr. £« n&d to mih 
youjoyef your arrival into w5-^to that 
letter which you will fisd m town, I i 
have m>tiung to add that. I can think 
en— for I have almoft draia'd my 

brains 
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brams diy^ upon the fub3e6t-T-FQr 
Ood fake riie early and gallop away in 
the aool-r-a|id always £be that .you 
have not forgot your baggage in 
changing poft-chaifes -: — r You will 
ifind good tea ypoo the road from 
York to Dover — only bring a little to 
carry you from Calais to Parisr-giyc 
the Cuftom-Houfe officers yvhaf^ I 

4 

told you-^at Calais give. more, Vfou 
have mtich Scotch fnulE— but as^ to- 
bacco is good ^ere» you had beft 
bring a Scotch mill and mak& it your- 
fclf, that is, order your vaktp manu- 
fa^ure it-— *twill keep hioi out. of 
iftifchicf.-— I would advife you to take 
^hree days, in comiog up^ for fear of 

• heating 



Jkeadng yourfelvies— *See that they db 
BOt fJLVt you a bad vehicle, when at 
better is in the yard, but you will look 
Iharp— drink fmall Rheniih to ke^ 
you cool, (that is if you like it.) 
Live weU and. deny youdelves nothing 
your Hearts wifh. So God in heaven 
prolper and go along with you — kifs. 
my Lydia, gnd believe, me bcfh af* 
feftioofttdy, 

Youtv 



p 
t f 



\ * I • 



Li Stern*^ 



•\. . f 
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LETTER JlJdir. * 

t 

To the fame. 

■ ■♦ • ■ y . 
My Dear^. 

X HERE have no mails arrived* 
here *till this morning, for thite pofts,, 
fo I expeded ^with great impatience "a 
letter from you and Lydia— and lat* 
it is arrived. You are as bufy as^ 
Throp*s wifty and by the time you 
received this, you will be bufier ftilt*- 
r have exhaufted all my ideas about 
your journey— and what is needful 

fiar 
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IbryQ^.to. do before and during it~ 
(o ,1 v^rite only to tell you I am well-— 
i^Mr; Colebrooks, the mmifter of 
Swiflerkmd's iecrejtary, I got this 
mornngto write a letter for you to 
tife .govev^or of tl^ Cuftom-Houfe- 
jQffic^ at tCalais'— it ihall be fent you 
•;|iezc poft. — You muft be cautious 
,^i^.ut Scotch fi^uflp-xtake half /a pound 
m y«Hr P9<5M» /^d mal^ ^yd do 

Hf^a^fc^j^fe is^ no getti^^ one in 

,JPar» floff, ^ut at^ enoj^o^pric^r- 

ifor^yaff aU:feptio dj<;.a?my, and 

>«i»<;Ka ftpfi a9.j!ftV&!Wc ^jy^QOt.b^n 

•.#fele 5a mPfkffx ^Sr&i!^m ^9^ a 
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liencj^to Italy — the wcather'was never 
known to fet in fo hot, as it has done 
the latter end of this month, fo he and 
his party 4rc to get into his chaifcs by 
foqr in the morning, and travel 'till 
nijie — and not ftir out again 'till Gx; 
but J hope this fevere heat will abate 
by the time you come here— however 
I be^ of yo.u once more to take fpet»al 
care of heating your blood in travel- 
ling and com? Uuf ipucement^ when 
you find the Heat too n\ych — I (b^U 
look impatiently for intelligence from 
you> and hope to hear all goes >vell ; 
that you conquer all difficulties, that 
you have received your pafs-.port, my 
pi£hire, &c. Write and tell me 

feme 
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fometbing.of; every .tbir^g# I long w 
fee you bgth, you may be aflUijed, my 
dear wife and child, after fo long a 

feparatipn-r and write me a line 

direAly, that I may have all the notice 
you can give me, that I may have 
ap^oients ready and fit for you when 

you arrive For my own part I fhall 

continue writing to you a fortnight 
longer — prefent my refpcfts to all 

1*,. ,*•-»•! <"• %^ t • 

irrends—you have bid Mr. C. get my. 

vifitaitibrii' at P; done for me, &c, &c. 

'^ . . 

If any offers are made about the 
inclofure at Rafcal, they muft be en- 
doled to me— nothing that is fairly 
propofed fhall fland flill on my fcore. 
Do all for the beft, as He who guides 

all 
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wlA things, win I hope db fbi- ns— fo 
heav'A prefcrve you both^believe me 

Your afFcdtionate 



L. Stbjlkb. 



r. 

if 



1 I 



Love to my Lydia— I have bought 

; < .'■•,,,"' ' ' ' 

her a gold watch 10 prekw; to her 



^hen fhe comes. 



n 



^ 1 ',' 
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. L Bl T r E H JtXiV. ' 

To the feme. 

Paris, June 7, 1762. 
My t)ear, 

X KfiEP fny promiie and tmte ta 
you agairt*-^! am forry thc^ bureau maft 
be* opened for the dceds-Arbm you will 
fee it (k)nc — t imagine :you are G6ri- 
Tinccd of the necefility* of brtnghig 
three hundred pounds in. your podcec 
—if you con(ider,Lydia raufl: ha^etwo 
flight negligees— *you win ^ant a new 
gown or twdhras for. puiot^ jinena 

buy 






buy them m towoi they will be more 

admired ^cauie EngUfli than Ff eneK. 

—Mrs. H; wrifies me word that I am^ 

miftaken about buying Glk ciieaper ac 

Touloufcy than Pstt'iSi that (he advifeft- 

you to buy what yoti* want here— 

where they art very bell^^f[ul and 

cheap, as well as bkmdt^ g^uze^, S(g». 

*^r^tfaefe i % will dil cQ^k you t&z^ gfH- 

^ aeas- »:md.yi)u mtsft JMire thcim-Hrfef ifv 

tHs ci^miy nmbing imift br^ii!^ j^ 

trbe back^>«^aiid if you dise im -ito 

:.«iDidd^ and Ikinaganpet Ikff^m^&oritia^ 

iaghj yau/ nmft;idot.bftef^ it/th yit^ 

>ctQatha9iB£coiidiQg ta yfimh yo^ are 

riMfett or iU Iraki'd oh«r Wbea ii« 9ie 

the 



I «6«> 1 

the pcnnjr, fod we may, (if you 
do not game much) live very 
<:heap--»I thiiik that expreflion wiH 
<livert you^^-^^d now God knows I 
4iave not" a wilh but for your healthy 
comfort, and fafe arrival here—-* 
write to me cvwy other poft, that I 
-may know how you go on— ygu will 
be in raptures with your cbarbt— « 
<Mr. R* a gentleman of fortune, who 
is going to Italy, and has feen it, 
has offered me thicty guineas for my 
bargain#~*You will wonder ail the 
rway, how I am to&idroomin itfor a 
third-^to eafe you of this wonder, 'tis 
by what the -coach^maker^ here. call a 
icave, which is a fecond bottom ^ed 
I i to 



to that ycm fet your feet trpon which 
lets, the perfon {whp fits iorer^agamli: 
you) down with his knees to your 
ancles^ and by which you have all 
more riofidM^^aiid what is more^ lefs 
heat— becaufe his head does not inter- 
cdpt the tbre-glafs lutle or nothing— 
JLyd-aiid I will enjoy this by turns; 
fdUfftli^nes T Ihall take a bidet— (a 
little poft horfe) and fcamper before 
—at other times I Ihall fit in frefco 
updn ^tte: ^ttmich&k mik6^t doors, 
andofle v<^y*Jctb€rr>/ill do very well. 
— .1 am.timdi^ infiolfie obligations ^o 
Mr. Thornhill,for accommodating me 
thus, and fo genteelly, for 'tis like 

making a prefent of it. — Mr. T- 

Vol. L M will 
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will fend you an order to receive it x 
Calais — and now, my dear girls, have 
I forgot any thing i 

Adieu, adieu! 
Yours moft aifedionately. 



•^' •*' 



la. Sts Rkc, 



A week or ten days will enable you 
to fee every thing— and fo long you 
mufl: flay to reft your bones. 
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LETTER XXV. 

To the fame* 

Paris, June 14, 1762. 
My deareft, 

J7I A V I N G an opportunity of 
writing by a friend who is fetting out 
this morning for London, I write 
again, in cafe the two laft letters I 
have wrote this week to you Ihould 
be detained by contrary winds at 

Calais — I have wrote to Mr. E ^ 

by the fame hand, to thank him for 
his kindnefs to you in the handlbmcft 

M 2 mannef 
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Ynanncr I could— and have told him, 
his good hearty and his wife*$, have 
made them overlook the trouble of 
having you at his houfe, but chat if 
he takes you apartments near him 
they will have occafion ftill enough 
left to (hew their fricndftiip to us — I 
have begged him to aflift you, and 
ftand by^yOAi as if he was in -my .place 
with regard to the £ale of the Shandys 
— and then the copy-right— -Mack to 
keep thefe things diftin(9: in your head 
— but Beckct I have ever, found to be 
a man of probity, and I dare f^y you 
will have very little traubkin finiftiing 
matters with him— and I would rather 
wifh you to treat with him than with 

another 
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jftothcr man — but whoever buys the 
fifth an4 £txth volumes of Shandy's, 
mxA have the nay-fay of the feventh 
and dghth. — I wifli, w^icn you come 
here, in cafe the weather is too h6c 
to travel, you could think it pl^eafant 
to ga to the Spa for four or fix 
weeks, where we (hould )ive for half 
the money we (hqi;^^d i^end at P^ris — 
after that we ihoulc^ take the, fif^eeteit 
feafon of the vintage %o go CO^the (buth 
of France — hut we w;ill put our heaids 
together, and you i]tiaU juft do ^i 
you pleafe ifi this, and in. every thing 
which depends on nie*«-for I apv a 
being perfectly contented, when others 
: are pleafed«^to bear and forbear will 

M 3 ever 



I 

i 
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ever be my maxim — only I fear the 
* Jicats through a journey of five hun- 
dred miles for you, and my Lydia, 
more than for myfelf. — Do not forget 
the watch chains — bring a couple for 
a gentleman's watch likewife, we fhall 
lie under great obligations to the 
Abbe M. and muft make' him fuch a 
fmall acknowledgement ; according to 
my way of flourifhing, *twill be a 
prefent worth a kingdom to him — 
They have bad pins, and vile needles 
here — bring for yourfelf, and fome 
for prefents — as alfo a ftrong bottle- 
fkrew, for, whatever Scrub we may 
hire as butler, coachman, &c. ta 
uncork us our Frontiniac — ^You will 

find 
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find a letter for you at the Lyon D* Ar- 
gent-^Send for your chaife into the 
court-yard, and fee all is tight — Buy. 
a chain at Calais ftrong enough no6, 
to be cut off, and let your portman- 
teau be tied on the forepart of your 
chaife for fear of a dog*s trick — fo 
God blefs you both, and remember 
me to my Lydia, 



I am yours afFedionately, 



L. Stzrnb. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

To the fame. 

Pari$, June 17, 1762. 
My deareft, . 



p 



ROBABLY you wfll receive 

another letter with this, by the fame 
poft, if fo, read thi* the laft — It will 
be the laft you can poffibly receive at 

York, for I hope it will catch you 
juft as you are upon the wing — if 
that ihould happen, I fuppofe in courfe 
you have executed the concents of it, 
in all things which relate to pecuniary 

matters. 
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noK^ders^ wi wiien tlieic 4re fettkd 
tp. your mind, you will have ^t thro* 
your laft difficulty — every thing elfe 
will be'a ftep of pleafure, aad by the 
tinie you have got half a dozen ftages 
you will iet up your pipes and (ing 
Te Deum together, as you whifk it 

aloi^. — Defire Mr. C to, fend 

IPC a proper letter of ^tomey by 
you, he will receive it back by return 
of poft. You have done every thing 
well with regard to our Sutton and 
Stillington affairs, and left things in 
the beft channel-^if I was not fure 
you muit have long (ince got my pic- 
ture, ga»ij8t8, &c. I would write and 
fcokl Mr. T-^^-^ aboniinably^-**he put 

them 



them in Bcckefs hands to be for- 
warded by the ftage coach to you aa' 
foon as he got to town. — I long to hear 
from you, and that all my letters and' 
things are come fafe to you, and then: 
you will fay that I have not been a 
bad lad-^for you will find I have been 
writing continually as I wifhed you 
to ,do— Bring your filver coffee-pot, 
'cwill ferve both to give water, le- 
njonade, and orjead — to % nothing 
of coifed and chocolate, which, by the 
bye, is both cheap and good at Tou- 
15)11^, like.gither things — I had like to 
nave forgot a mofl: ncopffary thing, 
there arC' ao copper tearkettles to be 
had in France, and we Oiall find fuch 

a 
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a thing the moft comfortable utenfil in 
the houfe — buy a good ftrong onc,which 
will hold two quarts — a difh of tea 
will be of comfort to us in our journey 
fouth— =-I have at bronze tea-pot, 
which we will carry alfo— as China 
tannot be brought over from Eng- 
land, we muft make up a villainous 
party-coloured tea equipage to regale 
ourfelves,andourEngli(hfriends,whilfl: 
we are at Touloufe — I hope you have 
got your bill from Becket. — -There is 
a 20od natured kind of a trader I 
have juft heard of, at Mr. Foley's, 
who they think will be coming off 
from England to France, with horfcs, 
the latter end of June. He happened 

to 



.to pQAie oyer with a lady, who* ii 
fiftcx to Mr. Folcy*$ partper^ and I 
:)>aye got. her to write a letter to kim 
10 London, thi$ poft, to beg h^ ^yjH 

feck you out ^t Mr, E 's, and 

ip ca^ a cartel ihip dp^ n(^ go off 
before he goes, to take ypu under 
^US-care, l^e was ififiRi^lf fricpdiy 
in thf fame ofike la^ year to the 
lady who now writes to hicp, an4 
nurfcd her on ihip-bpard, and ^e- 
f<^pded her by land with great good- 
will — :Do not fay I forget you, pr 
whatever can be conducive to your 
cafe of mind, i(i this j^Dtney — I wiih 
I was with you to do theft of^ces my- 
fclf, and to ftrew rofe3 on your way^^ 
►. " but 
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but I ihall have time attd dccafion to 
fliew you I am not wanting-^Now, my 

dears, once rhOrc pluck up your fpirrts 
— trufl: iff God— in me — ^and in yoiff- 
fchrcs— wkh this, wis you put to it, 
you would tfncoimter all thefit difficult 
tics ten times told^ — Write inftahtly, 
arid tell me you triumph over allfeans ; 
teU me Lydia is Abetter, md a help* 
mate to youy*-Yoti fey flifl grows like 
file— kit hjMT ihew me ihetioes lb in 

her conten^in ' bf fmall -dangers, alAd 
lighting againft the ^prebeniions of 
them, which isf better ftilL As I will 
not h^vc F;'& Aaife of the bo6ks, ybu 
will inform him fo— Give my love to 
Mr. Fothergill^ and ib thofe true 

friends 
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friends whieh Envy has fpared nie^> 
and for the reflr, laifles psBer—^Yhvt 
will find I fpeak French tolerably — 
but I only wiih to be underftood. — 
You will foon fpeak better; a month's 
play with a French Demoifelle will 

. make Lyd chatter it like a magpye. 

. Mrs. -^ underftood not a word of 

it when ihe got here, and writes n^e 
word fhe begins to prate a pace — yoa 
will do the fame in a fortnight-— Dear 
Bels, I have a thou&nd wtfhes, but 
have a hope for every one of them — 
You ftiall chant the izmt jubilate^ my 
dears, io God blefs you. My duty 

ta> 



to Lydia, which implies my love toow 
Adicti, believe me 

Your afFedionate, 

L. Sterne. 



Memorandum : Bring watch-chains, 
tea-kettle, knives, cookery book, &c. 

You will fmile at this kft article — 
fo adieu — At Dover the Crofs Keys^ 
at Calais at the Lyon D'Argent — the 
mailer a Turk in grain. 
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